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ROLL CALL: ALSO PRESENT:

Brian Nolan, Ray Kerr, Maggie Smith, Susan Clark, Scott Dadowski, Lou Ann Homa, Kevin Bertocki, and Mayor Bob Lang.

Borough Solicitor: Eric H. Dee;
Borough Manager: Dwight D. Boddorf;
Code Enforcement Officer: Anthony D. Bruni;
Police Department: Lieutenant Mark Glogowski

 

[bookmark: PRESENTATION:_N/A]PRESENTATION: 

[bookmark: CITIZEN_COMMENT_SECTION_1:_Open_to_any_c]CITIZEN COMMENT SECTION 1: Open to any comment on the current agenda. (3-minute time limit)


EXCEPTIONS TO OPEN MEETINGS (65 Pa.C.S.A. § 707):
[bookmark: 1._N/A]1.  N/A

MINUTES: 11-18-2025 Regular Meeting Minutes
                      RK/BH;7-0


[bookmark: COMMUNICATIONS:]COMMUNICATIONS:
1. [bookmark: 1.]N/A

[bookmark: COMMITTEE_and_DEPARTMENT_REPORTS:]COMMITTEE and DEPARTMENT REPORTS:
	Mayor Report
	

	President Report
	

	Solicitor Report
	 Assisted the Borough with a dog issue as well as EMS items.

	Police Chief Report
	

	Code Officer Report
	2025.11 Monthly Report




	
Engineer Report
	2025.11- Engineer Report

Do NOT discard leaves, grass clippings, used oil, paints, solvents, or other wastes into the storm drains, roadside ditches, or stream channels.

	Manager Report
	Finance Update:
· N/A

Upcoming Events:
· N/A

Other Updates:
· Water system and temporary staffing updates

I’m pleased to report that Tarentum has received an additional $200,000 in federal appropriations for water system improvements. This brings our overall funding position to a level that will allow us to complete several major infrastructure projects.
Current Water System Funding Overview
· $1,000,000 – Water tank rehabilitation project
· $300,000 – Mechanical upgrades
· $200,000 – Newly awarded appropriations for mechanical upgrades and pump house improvements
· $51,000 – Tri-Pak Boulevard line replacement
· Approximately $700,000 – Borough matching funds allocated to support and complete these projects
This combined funding—local, state, and federal—marks one of the most significant multi-year investments in our water system in decades.
Water Quality Improvements – TTHM Reduction Strategy
A major component of our plan has been addressing TTHMs and improving water quality. Several key projects are now moving forward:
· $125,000 from the Borough’s Capital Fund is allocated to relocate the potassium permanganate feed system to the pump house, directly helping reduce TTHM formation.
· Tank mixers have arrived and will be installed as part of the tank rehabilitation.
· Permanent flushing devices will be installed in the spring to improve circulation and reduce water age throughout the system.
Each of these steps is part of a coordinated, multi-layered approach to improve compliance, water quality, and long-term system health.
Smart Meter & Pressure Monitoring Deployment
We also received our first shipment of smart water meters with integrated pressure sensors. Approximately 35 units will be deployed across the system. Combined with our existing noise loggers, these will form the backbone of a much more proactive leak-detection and pressure-monitoring program, something this system has never had before.
Closing
As you’ve heard me say before, many of our water lines are close to 100 years old, and much of the plant equipment is over 50 years old. These upgrades are essential steps forward, but we have more work to do. We will continue to chip away at these challenges piece by piece, securing funding where we can and making strategic improvements that strengthen the system for the long term.
Reports and Updates:
2025.11 - League Link: November 2025 (last updated) 2025.10 - PELRAS Update (last updated)
2025.11 - Allegheny County Council 2025.11 –PMEAe-Newsletter

Sheriff Sale Listings (2025): 2025.12 Bid List
2025.11 Sale Results

	[bookmark: _Hlk207959139]Business
	Postponed Business:

· Motion to approve renewal of Hoffman’s Boarding Kennels contract for 2026:
RK/BH;7-0

New Business:
Consent Agenda Items (Bundled together for motion)

· Motion to approve consent items 1-5

1. Motion to pay the Borough bills for the month of November 2025.
2. Motion to advertise special meeting for December 29, 2025, at 6:30 PM
*Note: For contractor bid approval for the COG project, and for a single utility appeal
3. Motion to advertise demolition hearing for 1/13/2026 for Porter Street properties
4. Motion to advertise joint EMS incorporation hearing on 1/14/2026 at 6:00 PM 
5. Motion to accept the updated Police Civil Service Eligibility List as certified by the Tarentum Borough Civil Service Commission
SC/KB7-0

· Discussion on action related to end-of-year unassigned funds and fire departments
Borough Manager Boddorf noted that “before we move to the motion, I want to briefly explain the purpose of the Borough’s end-of-year unassigned funds. These are dollars remaining in the General Fund at the close of the year after all bills are paid, all obligations are met, and all required reserves are satisfied. In short, these are the funds that are not committed to any specific project or budget line.
As of today, we have approximately $21,000 in unassigned funds. Council President Dadowski has expressed his desire to allocate the remaining balance equally among our three fire departments. His rationale is straightforward: each department has had a demanding year, they continue to shoulder significant responsibilities, and they provide essential services that keep our community safe and all for no pay. Distributing these funds supports their ongoing needs and acknowledges the work they do for Tarentum.”

· Motion to advertise Water Systems Manager position effective immediately. 
SD/MS;7-0

· Motion to approve driveway permit for 207 W 9th Ave (Parcel No. 1223-J-78 
SD/RK:7-0

· Motion to approve Resolution 25-24: 2026 Operating Budget
RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF TARENTUM, COUNTY OF ALLEGHENY, COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA ADOPTING THE 2026 OPERATING BUDGET FOR THE BOROUGH OF TARENTUM.
BN/SC; 7-0. Roll call vote: all Council members voted yes.
 
· Motion to adopt Ordinance 25-10: 2026 Salary Ordinance 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF TARENTUM, COUNTY OF ALLEGHENY, COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA, FIXING THE LEVELS OF EMPLOYEES OF ALL DEPARTMENTS OF THE BOROUGH OF TARENTUM AND THE RATES OF COMPENSATION THEREOF FOR THE CALENDAR YEAR 2026.
MS/LH; 7-0

· [bookmark: _Hlk215466191]Motion to adopt Ordinance: 25-11: Designation of Coe as One Way Street
AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF TARENTUM, COUNTY OF ALLEGHENY, COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA, AMENDING ORDINANCE 85-5 (TRAFFIC AND PARKING REGULATIONS) TO DESIGNATE COE STREET AS A ONE-WAY STREET
               RK/BN; 7-0
Statement on EMS Authority Voting
“Before we vote tonight, I want to briefly address the question that was raised about whether Susan is permitted to vote on the EMS Authority items, given her employment with a local EMS organization.
We sought two separate legal opinions on this — one from our Borough Solicitor, Eric Dee, and another from Attorney Ben Reid, who specializes in municipal authorities.
Both opinions reached the same conclusion:
· The EMS Authority does not yet exist, and no contracts, hiring decisions, or asset transfers can occur until after it is formally created.
· Because nothing about tonight’s vote provides any direct, private, financial benefit to any elected official, there is no conflict of interest under the Public Official and Employee Ethics Act.
· The Act requires abstention only when an official’s vote would directly result in a private pecuniary gain. That is not the case here.
· Both attorneys confirmed that simply voting to create the Authority — a new public entity — does not meet the legal definition of a conflict.
Eric put this clearly in his written opinion, which states that a vote to create the Authority does not create a conflict because it is uncertain who will be contracted or what assets will be used.
Ben Reid also affirmed that the law does not automatically consider employment in the EMS field to be a conflict, and that recusal is optional but not required.
Based on both legal opinions, Susan is fully permitted to vote tonight if she wishes to do so. The decision to abstain would be purely voluntary and based on personal preference, not legal obligation.
I wanted to put that on the record to ensure transparency and clarity before we proceed.
· Motion to advertise  Ordinance 25-12: EMS Authority
SIGNIFYING THE INTENTION AND DESIRE OF THE COUNCIL OF THIS BOROUGH TO ORGANIZE AN AUTHORITY FOR THE PURPOSE OF ADMINISTERING EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES ON BEHALF OF THIS BOROUGH UNDER THE PENNSYLVANIA MUNICIPALITY AUTHORITIES ACT JOINTLY WITH THE BOROUGH OF BRACKENRIDGE AND THE TOWNSHIP OF HARRISON, EACH IN ALLEGHENY COUNTY; DESIGNATING THE ENTIRETY OF THIS BOROUGH AS A SERVICE DISTRICT OF THE AUTHORITY; SETTING FORTH AND AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF ARTICLES OF INCORPORATION; APPOINTING AND FIXING THE TERM OF THE FIRST MEMBERS OF THE BOARD APPOINTED BY THIS BOROUGH; AND TAKING ALL OTHER NECESSARY ACTION.
MS/RK; 7-0

· Motion to advertise  Ordinance 25-13: Act 49 Update
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE TARENTUM BOROUGH POLICE PENSION PLAN TO PERMIT THE PURCHASE OF PRIOR PART-TIME OR FULL-TIME POLICE SERVICE IN ACCORDANCE WITH ACT 49 OF 2024
SC/BN; 7-0

	AVNCOG
	Discussion on the 7th and Ormond project.
	
Chair: Mr. Bertocki

	Business Advisory Committee
	N/A
	
Chair: Mr. Kerr Member: Mr. Bertocki

	Finance & Admin.
	2025.11 Budget Report
2025.11 Check Register
	
Chair: Mr. Bertocki Member: Ms. Smith

	Parks/ Recreation
	 Marina garden update.
	
Chair: Ms. Smith Member: Mr.
Bertocki

	Property/Health
/ Zoning
	
	
Chair: Mr. Nolan Member: Mr.
Kerr

	Public Safety
	Fire Department Reports:
· Eureka (Fire & EMS): 2025.11
· Highlands:
· Summit: 
	Chair: Ms. Clark Member: Mrs. Homa

	Public Works
	2025.11
	Chair: Ms. Homa Member: Ms.
Smith

	Redevelopment/ Revitalization
	 N/A
	Chair: Ms. Clark Member: Mr.
Bertock

	
Utilities
	Water – 2025.11
  Electric – No Report
	Chair: Mr. Kerr Member: Mr. Nolan





CITIZENS' COMMENT SECTION 2: This is Open to residents and taxpayers of Tarentum Borough for any comments.
(3-minute time limit)



Resident Cynthia Kramer of 541 East 9th gave kudos to parade, EMS Authority, and asked council to replace a bush in the park.

Resident Iola Simon of expressed her love for the parade. 

Resident Brad James discussed fire safety and space heaters.

Resident Carrie Fox asked about lighting coming in the front door of the borough building

















ADJOURN: 7:10 PM
RK/BN; 7-0
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