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Save these Dates!  
  

PMEA Reception – June 2, 2025 

5:00 – 7:00 pm 

@ PSAB Conference, Cocoa 4&5, Hershey Lodge 

 

PMEA 2025 Annual Conference – September 3 – 5, 2025  

Omni Bedford Springs, Bedford  

*Registration opens early May* 

  

PMEA Business Workshop  

– September 3, 2025 @ Omni Bedford Springs, Bedford 

*Registration opens early May* 

 

2025 Training for Line Crews –   
*Registration will open prior to each course* 

 
Metering  
May 12 & 13 - Grove City 
May 19 & 20 - Chambersburg 
May 21 & 22 - Lansdale 
 

 
 
 
 

Job Briefings & Analysis   
August 7 & 8 - Grove City 
August 11 & 12 - Chambersburg 
August 13 & 14 - Lansdale  
 
Team Building   
October 16 & 17 - Grove City 
October 20 & 21 - Chambersburg 
October 22 & 23 - Lansdale  

 

 

PMEA Spring Superintendents/ Foremen Meeting 

March 26 & 27, 2026 @ The Nittany Lion Inn, State College 

 
  

 

APPA Recognizes Member Utilities for High Reliability 
 
The American Public Power Association has honored 255 public power utilities with a "Certificate 
of Excellence in Reliability" for reliable performance in 2024.  Six of the winners are Pennsylvania 
municipalities and they are:  
 

❖ Borough of Chambersburg (Chambersburg, PA) 
❖ Borough of Ephrata (Ephrata, PA) 
❖ Borough of Kutztown (Kutztown, PA) 
❖ Borough of Middletown (Middletown, PA) 
❖ Hooversville Borough Electric Light Co. 

(Hooversville, PA) 
❖ Perkasie Borough Light Dept. (Perkasie, PA) 

 
Utilities that are subscribers of APPA’s eReliability 
Tracker service are eligible to earn these certificates. To 
earn a certificate, a utility’s 2024 System Average 
Interruption Duration Index (SAIDI) must fall in the top 
quartile of all utilities’ SAIDI numbers averaged from 2019 
– 2023 based on Energy Information Administration (EIA) 
861 survey data. 
 
The certificates celebrate utilities that have provided 
exceptionally reliable service and power to their 
communities. 
 
 

(continued on next page) 

 
 



APPA Recognized Reliability (continued)   
 
“Year after year, data consistently demonstrate public power utilities provide highly reliable service.” 
said APPA Director of Research and Development Paul Zummo. “The utilities recognized here are 
truly elite when it comes to keeping the lights on. Their communities should be proud of the hard 
work and dedication of their local power providers as they earn this truly deserved recognition.”  
 
When looking at eReliability Tracker subscribers’ 2024 outage data, more than 90% of utilities that 
verified their data had a 2024 SAIDI that was below the average national SAIDI for 2019-2023 
(according to EIA data). This data also includes investor-owned utilities and cooperatives. 
 
This demonstrates that public power utilities are generally above-average in reliability when 
compared to all U.S. providers, APPA noted. 
 

 
  

PMEA Board Begins New Strategic Plan  

The PMEA Board met in March to begin to develop a new strategic plan.  The last plan was 
completed and adopted by the membership in September of 2018.  The new strategic plan is 
intended to represent PMEA's commitment to strengthening Pennsylvania's municipal electric 
utilities through targeted initiatives in professional development, advocacy, member engagement, 
and resource sharing.  

The process is ongoing, but a plan will be presented to the membership at the business meeting 
during the September Annual Conference. September 3 – 5, 2025, at the Omni Bedford Springs.  
It is the board’s hope by implementing these strategies, PMEA can ensure our members are well-
equipped to navigate changing industry dynamics while continuing to provide reliable and 
affordable electric service to their communities.  If you wish to share comments or suggestions 
which can be considered for inclusion in the strategic plan, please reach out to PMEA Executive 
Director – bosak@papublicpower.org. 

 
  

FERC Approves PJM Capacity Auction Cap & Floor  

The Federal Energy Regulatory Commission on Monday approved the PJM Interconnection’s 
proposal to set a price cap and price floor for its next two capacity auctions, despite opposition from 
the grid operator’s market monitor, LS Power, and others. 

“The current market conditions in PJM support PJM’s proposal to establish a time-limited ‘collar’ on 
the capacity market price for two delivery years,” FERC said in a 4-0 decision. FERC Commissioner 
Lindsay See did not participate in the decision. 

The proposal to set a roughly $325/MW-day price cap and $175/MW-day floor for its 2026/27 and 
2027/28 delivery year base capacity auctions grew out of settlement discussions with Pennsylvania 
Gov. Josh Shapiro, D, who filed a complaint at FERC in December seeking to lower the auction’s 
price cap. Without the collar, the price cap for the next capacity auction, set to be held in July, would 
have been about $500/MW-day and the floor would have been zero dollars, according to FERC’s 
decision. 

Shapiro, like other governors, lawmakers, and consumer advocates in PJM’s Mid-Atlantic and 
Midwest states, are concerned about electric bill increases set to take effect June 1. The pending 
bill increases — in the 20% range for some utilities — are driven by PJM’s last capacity auction, 
which cleared at nearly $270/MW-day for most of the grid operator’s footprint, up from almost 
$29/MW-day in the previous auction. 

PJM contends the capacity price collar responds to converging trends, including rapid load growth, 
power plant retirements, state and federal policies that affect the economics of its resource fleet 
and the slow buildout of new generation.  

Also, PJM normally holds an auction every year to buy capacity three years in advance. But 
because of previous auction delays, PJM has compressed its auction schedule, which limits the 
immediate effect of price signals because investors do not have enough time to develop new 
resources between the auction and the start of the delivery year. 

FERC said the price collar proposal represents a “balanced approach” that addresses those factors 
by improving short-term cost certainty for electricity consumers and revenue certainty for capacity 
resource owners. 

In the meantime, PJM plans to revise key inputs into its capacity price setting process later this year 
and implement interconnection queue process reforms, FERC said. 

FERC dismissed arguments that price collar will harm long-term investment in PJM’s power fleet 
by raising concerns that high-capacity prices will trigger market interventions that lower the prices. 

The agency said it was unpersuaded by arguments that the price cap is too low and will cause 
resources to exit the interconnection queue, retire, increasingly seek reliability must-run 
arrangements, or leave the PJM market entirely. 

Given PJM’s tight supply-demand conditions, FERC also rejected concerns that the price floor could 
lead to capacity purchases that are unnecessarily expensive or offer little reliability benefit. 

(continued on next page) 
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PJM Cap & Floor (continued)   

“PJM has demonstrated that capacity shortage or near shortage conditions are likely to persist for 
the next two delivery years,” FERC said. “We find that the benefits of PJM’s proposed temporary 
price floor outweigh the potential risk of over-procurement.” 

PJM’s price collar proposal is the last of five capacity market-related changes FERC has recently 
approved, including a fast-track interconnection process for power supplies that meet certain 
criteria and counting reliability must-run units in the auction, ClearView Energy Partners noted 
Tuesday. 

“We expect these authorized reforms in the aggregate to reduce capacity market prices relative to 
the last auction, but perhaps not to levels that alleviate political pressure from PJM member states,” 
the research firm said. 

Source: Ethan Howland, Senior Reporter, Utility Dive, published April 22, 2025. 
 

  

 

PJM, Google Partner on Grid 

The PJM Interconnection will work with Google to use artificial intelligence to potentially revamp 
and speed up its grid interconnection process, the grid operator said Thursday. 

Tapestry, part of Alphabet, Google’s parent company, will work with PJM in a multi-year effort to 
integrate dozens of databases and tools the grid operator uses to study interconnection requests 
into a unified model of PJM’s network, according to Page Crahan, Tapestry general manager. 

The unified model will allow project developers, grid planners and operators to access everything 
they need to make critical decisions in one place, Crahan said during a media briefing. 

Tapestry expects the project will roll out in 
phases, starting this year, according to 
Crahan. First, Tapestry and PJM aim to 
improve the generator interconnection 
application process, she said. 

It is too soon to know when and to what extent 
PJM’s two-year interconnection process will 
be accelerated by the initiative, said Aftab 
Khan, PJM’s executive vice president for 
operations, planning, and security. 

“There is significant potential for us, but it is 
very difficult at this time … to quantify and say, ‘Hey, this is what we’re going to achieve,’” he said. 

As a “guidepost,” Tapestry worked with Chile’s grid operator to reduce the time it took to finish 
certain planning processes from several days to a few hours, according to Crahan. “So, we’re 
looking for a significant order of magnitude improvement to support the PJM planners,” Crahan 
said. 

PJM is in the middle of its transition to a new, cluster-based interconnection process, according to 
Khan. As part of the transition, PJM last year finished a 26-GW fast-track interconnection review, 
he said, noting that the grid operator has signed generator interconnection agreements totaling 
about 50 GW that is not yet operating. PJM expects to complete its 46-GW transition Cycle 1 late 
this year and its 99-GW Cycle 2 a year later, according to Khan. It expects to begin using its new 
interconnection process early next year. 

The collaboration between PJM and Tapestry comes amid a surge in grid interconnection requests 
that has created major backlogs at grid operators. About 2,300 GW of power projects, mainly solar 
and batteries, are in grid operator interconnection queues across the United States. 

PJM’s interconnection queue as of Jan. 31 included about 79 GW of solar, 37 GW of storage, 23 
GW of wind and 4 GW of gas. 

Source: Ethan Howland, Senior Reporter, Utility Dive, published April 10, 2025. 

 
  

Power Course Available 

 
PMEA’s Public Power Governance 101 educational video is available 
to all member municipalities.  The course is designed for elected 
officials and staff in Pennsylvania’s 35 public power communities. 
This comprehensive module offers invaluable insights into the 
management and operation of municipal electric systems. 
 
Individuals completing the course may request a certificate of 
completion from PMEA.  If you are interested in viewing the course, 
please contact Diane Bosak (bosak@papublicpower.org) at the PMEA office, for a private link to 
the video.   
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Grove City Mayor to become President of PSAB 

Join PMEA on June 2nd, 5:00 – 7:00 pm, at the Hershey Lodge as we celebrate Grove City Mayor, 
Randy Riddle.  Mayor Riddle will take the helm as the President of the PA State Association of 
Boroughs during their June conference.  Elected and appointed officials, whether attending the 
conference or not, are welcome to attend.  The reception is also an opportunity to meet officials 
from the thirty-five public power communities.  For questions and to let us know you are coming, 
please contact PMEA Executive Director, bosak@papublicpower.org.   

 

 

Recent PMEA Training  

March and April were busy months with training.  URD, or underground residential distribution, was 
the first course offering of 2025. The course included classroom instruction and hands-on splicing 
techniques.  The electric superintendents and key electric personnel held their annual spring 
meeting in early April at the Nittany Lion Inn, State College.  Topics included leadership in safety, 
load growth and load demand, as well as a legal update and an update from the engineering side.  
In addition, associate members were on hand to showcase products and services.   
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Nominations for PMEA Board 

 
Nominations for the PMEA Board of Directors are currently being accepted.  The election for board 
members and officers will be held at the business meeting during the annual conference in 
September.  Please remember nominations are not for an individual but to nominate the municipal 
member.  To submit a nomination, please contact Diane Bosak, bosak@papublicpower.org.   
 

Nominations are also Open for Public Power Award  
 

PMEA is pleased to announce that nominations for the James J. Havrilla Public Power Service 
Award will be accepted beginning April 28.  Named after James J. Havrilla, a professional engineer 
who worked with many of the PMEA members, the award is presented to an individual who, 
throughout his/her career, has consistently demonstrated a commitment to public power.    
  

An individual elected, appointed, or employed by a PMEA member municipality or a related agency 
may be nominated by a PMEA member.  The winner will be announced at the Annual Conference 
in September.  To learn more about the award, the criteria, and to access the nomination form, 
please visit https://www.papublicpower.org/awards,.  
 

 

 

TESCO Offering Discount for Metering School 

 
TESCO is offering a discount to PMEA members to attend their metering school on July 20-23, 

2025, at TESCO’s headquarters in Bristol, PA.  The 
school provides 7 Learning Tracks and extensive 
hands-on training, covering from the Introduction to 
Metering to self-contained metering, poly-phase & 
transformer rated, and advanced metering topics. 
The school also includes round-tables events and 
networking with utilities of all sizes across the US. 
  
Information regarding the school can be found on our 
website at the following link: TESCOOL 2025 | 
TESCO Metering 

 
  

Share Your News…. 

Please share with us your exciting new projects, photos, personnel updates, and any other news!  
Your submissions should be sent to bosak@papublicpower.org at any time and we will use them 
in upcoming editions.  We also welcome your suggestions for topics of interest for our newsletters.   

 
 

Pennsylvania Municipal Electric Association 
1801 Market St., Suite 300    

Camp Hill, PA 17011   

Tel: 717-489-2088  info@papublicpower.org 
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