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Tarentum Borough Secures $51,169.00 for Critical Water Line Replacement 
 
Tarentum, PA — The Borough of Tarentum is pleased to announce the receipt of $51,169.00 in funding to 
support a vital water line replacement project. This funding marks an essential step in the Borough's 
ongoing efforts to modernize its aging water infrastructure and ensure safe, reliable water service for 
residents. 

Addressing Long-Standing Water System Challenges 
The Tarentum Borough Water Department (TBWD) has faced significant challenges due to decades of 
deferred maintenance and fragmented asset management. The Pennsylvania Department of Environmental 
Protection (DEP) assessment in December 2022 revealed that approximately 90% of the Borough's 
distribution piping—equating to 13 miles out of 14.3 miles—has or will shortly exceed its life expectancy 
of 100 years. This deterioration has resulted in frequent pipe failures and increased maintenance costs, 
putting the Borough's water system at risk of sudden, critical failures. 

Additionally, the Borough's water treatment plant, originally built in 1934, is operating with equipment 
that has long surpassed its intended lifespan. Key components like the chemical feed systems, electrical 
equipment, and mechanical systems are overdue for replacement or refurbishment. The water plant's 
infrastructure is outdated, with many assets nearing the end of their functional life, contributing to 
operational inefficiencies and potential safety concerns. 

Progress to Date 
In response to these challenges, the Borough has taken several proactive measures: 

 Infrastructure Upgrades: Tarentum Borough has initiated upgrades at the Water Treatment Plant, 
including replacing pumps, SCADA systems, and other essential equipment. 

 Modernization of Equipment: The Borough has invested in updated flow meters and water quality 
monitoring devices to ensure safe drinking water delivery. 

 Leak Detection: Advanced leak detection strategies have been recently implemented using noise 
loggers and pressure-monitoring meters to identify leaks and prevent water loss. 

Future Plans 
The $51,000 in funding will directly support replacing critical water lines, focusing on areas most 
vulnerable to failure. This project is part of a broader, multi-phase Capital Improvement Plan (CIP) that 
includes: 

 20-Year Pipe Replacement Plan: A comprehensive initiative to replace all 13 miles of aging 
distribution piping by 2045, prioritizing trenchless technology to minimize community disruption. 

 Water Treatment Plant Enhancements: Plans to upgrade chemical feed systems, replace outdated 
pumps, and improve electrical systems to ensure compliance with modern safety standards. 

 Expanded Storage Capacity: The construction of a fourth storage tank is being planned to enhance 
the Borough's water storage capabilities and improve service reliability. 

 Technological Integration: Continued investment in automation and real-time monitoring to 
enhance the operational efficiency and responsiveness of the water system. 

Commitment to the Community 
"This funding represents a critical investment in the future of Tarentum's water infrastructure," said 
Borough Manager Dwight Boddorf. "Our commitment to addressing these long-standing issues ensures 

 



that our residents receive the safe, reliable water service they deserve. We are grateful for the support and 
will continue to pursue additional resources to modernize and strengthen our water systems." 

The Borough remains dedicated to transparent communication and will provide regular updates on the 
progress of these critical projects. 

  
 
 

# # # 
 
 

 


	Tarentum Borough Secures $51,169.00 for Critical Water Line Replacement

