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Tarentum Recreation Board Events

For more info visit facebook.com/TarentumRecreationBoard/
or contact Carrie Fox at 724-448-1470

Other Tarentum Events
TARENTUM FARMERS MARKET – June 12 Thru Oct 9 – Wednesdays 9 am-1 pm – Corner Of Lock And 10th.

TARENTUM NIGHT MARKET – Second Thursday Of Each Month – May Thru August – 5 pm-8 pm – Want a Late 
Night shopping Adventure and celebrate the full Moon? Night Market invites everyone to shop after hours in  
the stores of Tarentum every full moon.

Sponsored by: Tarentum Recreation Board

MARCH 30 - Tarentum Egg Hunt – 9am sharp – Tarentum Riverview Memorial Park
APRIL 11 - Senior Bingo 1pm – Senior Center – Dalton’s Edge – must sign up
MAY 30 – American Pie Band – Food Drive- Please donate a nonperishable item
JUNE 6 - Shiners Band
JUNE 13 - Miss Freddye Band
JULY 11 – Backstage Buffet Band
JULY 25 – Murphys Big Band
AUGUST 1 – Lenny Collini Family Pak – Food Drive- Please donate a nonperishable item
AUGUST 15 – Rick Gercak – Three Who Rock
AUGUST 29 – 56 East Band
OCTOBER 26 - Boo Festival - 1-4pm Tarentum Riverview Memorial Park
NOVEMBER 7 - Senior Bingo - 1pm - Senior Center @ Dalton’s Edge
NOVEMBER 23 -Tarentum/Brackenridge Christmas Parade – 12pm Line Up/ 1pm Start
7pm Concerts @ Carl J. Magnetta Jr. Amphitheater
Tarentum Riverview Memorial Park  –  Snack Shack Opens @ 6pm
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TRIVIA ANSWERS:
1. Murphys    2. Isaly’s    3. Eureka Hose    4. Tarena    5. Greek Goddess of Youth    6. Kummer’s    7. Stockdale’s    8. Y.M.C.A.    
9. Second Ward School (built 1892, 2nd Avenue)    10. Weissburg’s    11. 1936 St. Patrick’s Day Flood    12. Evelyn Nesbit Thaw    13. Flick    
14. Harris    15. First Methodist Church    16. 1.39 Sq miles.    17. March 7, 1842    18. Bull Creek    19. 4,359 (Census 2021)



Did You Know?
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The Hemphill’s immigrated to the United States from Scotland in the 
1700’s and first settled in Cumberland County.

In 1845, John and Anna Longsdorf Hemphill made 
their way west and settled in Tarentum with their 
six children. John was a tailor by trade. He opened 
the first tailor shop in Tarentum called “House of 
Hemphill” on lower Fifth Ave and made a home for 
his family in the same building. 
 John passed away in 1859 and the family was left 
to run the business. When the Civil War broke out, 
the two Hemphill sons, John W. and Eli, went off to 
serve their country. Eli passed during the war in 1863 
and John returned home after the war, to continue 
the family business. The tailor shop was moved from 
Fifth Ave to a large building at the corner of Lock and 
North Canal Streets that would also house the family 
and the business.
 John Hemphill married Nancy Staley and the 
couple had five children, who all eventually worked 
in the family business. The “House of Hemphill” was 
a part of Tarentum for over one hundred years. 
 John was a prominent citizen in Tarentum, serving 
as bank president, burgess, and other positions.
 The Grand Army of the Republic (GAR) Post in 
Tarentum was named after Eli Hemphill.

 Information courtesy of Cindy Homburg

About the Hemphill Family and 
How They made Their Mark on Tarentum?
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Marlene Campbell,  
a lifelong Tarentum resident, shared 
happy memories of living in Tarentum’s 
Baltimore House, a gracious, 32-room, 
frame structure, built in the late 
eighteen eighties. The house, painted 
a cheerful yellow, stood tall and proud 
along Fourth Avenue between Ross and 
Boyd Streets.  

T he Baltimore House was 
a popular hotel, offering guests a 
comfortable and cozy stay. Some 

traveled to Tarentum by river, some by 
rail or even streetcar. Some came here 
for work, some to visit family or friends. 
Others were longer-term boarders and 
renters, like my family.
 The years I lived in the Baltimore 
House, during the Second World War, 
were experiences I will never forget. I 
can still see the brick sidewalks leading 
up to the large, elegant front porch. The 

By Marlene Bryan Campell
Baltimore House, circa 1891 or 1892. 

TARENTUM’S 
BEAUTIFUL

BALTIMORE
HOUSE
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porch was used to celebrate birthday parties, 
weddings or just to swing on the old swing 
and enjoy a summertime day. To the left of 
the house was a viaduct stretching over the 
railroad tracks and to the right was the bus-
tling Tarentum business district.
 Surrounding the house were beautiful rose 
bushes. The pink roses were often plucked 
from the bushes by children and given to the 
people who lived in the house, to wish them 
a good day. Chickens were cooped up in the 
backyard, ready for Sunday dinner.
 Across Fourth Avenue lived many kids. 
Money was scarce but we made our own fun. 
After some Tin Can Alley games, we would 
board a small, wooden rowboat docked in Bull 
Creek, and travel the world of make believe.
 At the back of the house, there was an en-
closed porch. It had slate walls and a trap door 
in the floor. One day I opened the door and 
saw cobwebs and a black dirt floor. Not a good 
place to explore. 
 Maybe my best memory of living in the 
Baltimore House is of the elegant front doors.  
They were made of thin wood, with beautiful 
designs carved into them. The door had no 
locks. How different times were then. 
 Eventually, the big, yellow Baltimore House 
gave way to progress. In the 1950’s the owners 
of the property, Allegheny Lumber, took the 
property over.  Their business is on Boyd with 
two lumber yards on Fourth Avenue.  
 Though it’s gone, the Baltimore House 
served us well and the memories will remain 
forever.
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GRANDVIEW SQUARE

301 East 10th Avenue, Tarentum, Pennsylvania 15084

100% Occupied by Dunkin’ Donuts & MedExpress | 6,702-SF | Adjacent Developable Land Available

Proud to be a  
part of Tarentum.
New space available in 2021.

FOR LEASING INFORMATION:
Steven Esposito
(412) 394-9845
steve.esposito@cbre.com
www.cbre.us/pittsburgh

GRANDVIEW SQUARE

301 East 10th Avenue, Tarentum, Pennsylvania 15084

100% Occupied by Dunkin’ Donuts & MedExpress | 6,702-SF | Adjacent Developable Land Available

Proud to be a  
part of Tarentum.
New space available in 2021.

FOR LEASING INFORMATION:
Steven Esposito
(412) 394-9845
steve.esposito@cbre.com
www.cbre.us/pittsburgh
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How many times a day do we absent-mindedly go to the 
cupboard and get a glass? Did you know that as you hold 
that glass in your hands, you may actually be holding a 
piece of history made and designed in Tarentum, Penn-
sylvania?  In the world of glass, Tarentum was known as 
the glass manufacturing capital of the nation. As much for 
decorative glassware as it is for practical items such as milk 
bottles, medicine bottles, and everyday tableware.
 Because of its prime location near the rail lines and 
near the river, Tarentum was home to several glass facto-
ries. The first glass industry established in the Borough of 
Tarentum was Lippincott & Company in 1874. Lippincott 
was formerly associated with the Bakewell Firm in Pitts-
burgh but opened his own plant in Tarentum where he 
manufactured bottles for two years before the company 
went bankrupt. 
 In 1879, things picked up again when Charles L.  Flac-
cus purchased the former Lippencott works at First Ave-
nue and Bridge Street in Tarentum and became the first 
bottle manufacturer to use natural gas in production. In 
May of 1904, the company received a charter as the C.L. 
Flaccus Glass Company. 
 In 1929, Flaccus closed. The third glass company to lo-
cate in Tarentum was the New York City Plate Glass Com-
pany which dates back to 1881. It was owned by Captain 

TARENTUM GLASS
BOTH HIGH ART AND INDUSTRIAL INNOVATION

Glass collectors 
worldwide have long 
sought out and treasured 
their pieces of Tarentum-
made glass artistry. 

Creamers and wine glasses, delicately 
cut dessert and dinner plates, berry 
bowls, pressed glass cake stands, 
elegant cut glass vases, carafes, 
and more, hand painted, enameled 
or tinted in magnificent green, 
red, blue, amber or gilded in the 
manner that gives the Golden Age its 
name.  Tarentum Glass is displayed 
at prestige museums such as the 
Smithsonian in Washington DC and 
The Metropolitan in New York City.

by Jean Flemming
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John B. Ford. Many years 
later, the firm changed their 
name to the Pittsburgh Plate 
Glass Company. 
 The next two firms to 
locate in Tarentum were 
Challinor, Taylor & Compa-
ny and Richards & Hartley 
Glass Company, established 
in 1884. In 1891, both com-
panies were incorporated 
into the United States Glass 
Company. 
 Then, tragedy struck. In 
1893, the Challinor Works were destroyed by fire. 
 The Richard & Hartley Works was sold by the 
United States Glass Company to the newly orga-
nized Tarentum Glass Company in 1894. Then in 
1895, this property was sold to the Fidelity Glass 
Company – a milk bottle manufacturing firm. Lat-
er, Fidelity Glass was taken over by the Atlantic 
Glass Company of New York City. 
 Additionally, in 1892, Joseph Heidenkamp or-
ganized the Tarentum Mirror and Art Glass Works, 
which produced ornamental and engraved mirrors 
until 1900.

GLASS AND 
INNOVATION
At the turn of the century, a new direction of 
glass production started. Borrowing money from 
John Pitcairn, Jr., Ford founded the  Pittsburgh 
Plate Glass Company. As soon as the first factory 
in Creighton, PA was open and profitable, Ford 
moved his operations to the town, which he now 
called home – Tarentum.  The Allegheny Plate 
Glass Company also came into being, and they 
produced window glass. Pitcairn served as a di-
rector of PPG from its start, its president from 
1897 to 1905, and chairman of the board until his 
death. 
 In 1919, Liberty Mirror Works came to this 
area. Along with Pittsburgh Plate Glass Company 
and several other glassworks led to Tarentum’s 
stellar reputation with glass manufacturing.
 PPG soon became the United States’ first com-
mercially successful producer of high-quality, 
thick, flat glass using the plate process. PPG was 
also the world’s first plate glass plant to power its 
furnaces with locally produced natural gas, an 
innovation which rapidly stimulated widespread 
industrial use of the cleaner-burning fuel. PPG 
expanded quickly. By 1900, PPG was known as 
the  Glass Trust. It included 10 plants, had a 65 
percent share of the U.S. plate glass market, and 
had become the nation’s second largest producer 
of paint. It became known as PPG Industries, a 
multibillion-dollar Fortune 500 corporation, with 
150 manufacturing locations around the world. 
It now produces coatings, glass, fiberglass, and 
chemicals. 
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 PPG sold the controlling interest in Pittsburgh 
Glass to Kohlberg in July 2008. At the time, it was 
a conscious choice to move away from the glass 
business in favor of coatings. In 2016, PPG official-
ly became a global supplier of paints, coatings, and 
specialty materials. 
 Pittsburgh-based PPG is now a global supplier 
of paints, coatings, optical products, specialty ma-
terials, chemicals, glass and fiberglass. The com-
pany has more than 140 manufacturing facilities 
and equity affiliates and operates in more than 60 
countries.
 Collectors have curios filled with many trea-
sures. Tarentum Glass produced souvenirs for local 
shop owners with their names embossed which 
many glass collectors prize to this day. In addition 
to dinner ware, some items were fashioned in spe-
cific shapes such as cows, pigs, sheep, and even ears 

of corn. Ladder shaped formations held and 
displayed spoons. A “Tree Of Life” design 
features tiny blue-green leaves with brown 
branches. The Jenny Lind Compote is a 
candy bowl with the image of Jenny Lind 
worked into the stem of the piece. The 
heart and thumbprint patterns from Taren-
tum glass were sold all around the globe. 
   Tarentum glassworkers took such pride 
in their craftsmanship, that they fashioned 
intricately made canes out of glass and 
carried them when walking in the Labor   
Day parades.

(In this article the history of Tarentum based 
glass companies was taken from the “Fore-
word” section of “Tarentum Pattern Glass” 
by Robert Irwin Lucas, and also from one of 
Google’s on-line Wikipedia excerpts. www.
ppg.com)

Glass factories employed a high number of women and 
teenage boys before labor laws were enacted.
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206 Corbet Street  • Tarentum, Pennsylvania

724-671-7614

                       www.harvestmoonc2.com

Monday - Friday

Saturday

Sunday 

6:30am - 3:00pm

7:00am  - 3:00pm

8:00am  - 3:00pm

Monday - Friday

Saturday

Sunday 

5:30am - 5:00pm

7:00am  - 3:00pm

8:00am  - 3:00pm

1705 Union Avenue  • Natrona Heights, PA

724-895-3738

                       www.harvestmoonc2.com



THERE’S ALWAYS SOMETHING GOING ON 

IN TARENTUM
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W O R D  A S S O C I A T I O N 
P U B L I S H E R S

• LETTERHEAD
• ENVELOPES
• BUSINESS CARDS
• CARBONLESS FORMS
• BROCHURES
• PAMPHLETS
• RAFFLE TICKETS

MONDAY - FRIDAY  10:00AM TO 4:00PM
205 E. FIFTH AVENUE, TARENTUM  | 724.226.1255 

costel lo
P R I N T I N G  &  D E S I G N

• LABELS
• MENUS
• SIGNS, POSTERS, BANNERS
• CALENDARS
• CUSTOM INVITATIONS
• POST CARDS
• WEB DESIGN

FREE DELIVERY  
TO MOST OF THE REGION

W O R D A S S O C I A T I O N . C O M

WE PUBLISH
GREAT BOOKS

No Complicated Packages 
YOU CHOOSE — WE CUSTOMIZE

Call Tom Costello 
724.226.1255

What’s Your Story?

YOU NAME IT,
WE PRINT IT

BEST BUSINESS PRINTING IN THE BIZ

ASK ABOUT OUR AFFORDABLE WEBSITE  
DESIGN & MANAGEMENT  

& OUR SOCIAL MEDIA MANAGEMENT 
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MONDAY - FRIDAY  10:00AM TO 4:00PM
205 E. FIFTH AVENUE, TARENTUM  | 724.226.1255 
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Distilling spirits for popular consumption is an im-
portant part of American history. Now that the Iron City Distillery has 
found a home on the forty-two acre campus of the Pittsburgh Brewing 
Company in Creighton, a new chapter is being written right here.  
 It began when the Pittsburgh Brewing Company hired Matt Strick-
land, who was living in Canada, to be head distiller at the Creighton site. 
Strickland earned his Master’s Degree from Oregon State University, 
where he studied oenology and viticulture, which is the science of dis-
tillation. Today, he and three other employees run the newly-established 
distillery in the old boiler room of the former PPG plant.  

by Carrie Fox 
photos by Hugh Fox

PITTSBURGH 

BREWING COMPANY
NOW BOASTS AN 

AUTHENTIC DISTILLERY
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 “I am a simple distiller,” said 
Matt.  “Our product is done by 
hand start to finish.” Matt is high-
ly conscientious about purchasing 
products from local suppliers.  
Products that are PA grown are 
important to him because he be-
lieves only PA grains and products 
should be used to produce the Iron 
City reserve line.

 As he works alongside the 160-year-old 
Iron City brand, Matt is full of ideas and 
dreams. A 1-million-dollar expansion plan was 
in place before the distillery was even opened. 
A 10-year multistate approach is in the works.
 For the present, a 4-story brick house, lined 
with 400 to 500 oak barrels, is kept a constant 
70-degrees. The contents of these barrels will 
not be released any time soon. Maturation 
time is 5-10 years. Matt sourced whiskey from 
a Washington D.C. Distillery where he had 
once been employed. This is the whiskey being 
sold today, allowing Strickland to taste and see 
what he perfected all those years back. Smooth 

and delicate to taste, Matt never dreamed he 
would get to sip what was produced in those 
barrels from his time spent working at the D.C. 
Distillery. 
 But the long-aging process is part of the 
history of distilled spirits.  And Pennsylvania 
is an important part of that history. In 1753, 
Rye whiskey was first produced by John 
Shenk, a Swiss Mennonite farmer from Schaef-
ferstown, PA. Michter’s whiskey was originally 
sold under the name of Shenks, then Bomberg-
ers.  Rye, an oil rich grain, was valued highly. 
George Washington purchased whiskey for 
his men hunkered down in the camps to keep 
them warm through the brutal winters. Mich-
ter’s is known as the whiskey that warmed the 
American Revolution.  

“Our product is done by 
hand start to finish.”

Matt Strickland
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 Cliff Forrest, the owner of Pittsburgh 
Brewing Company, says distilling is his lega-
cy project. He and Matt Strickland’s goal is to 
produce 1.25 million bottles, 4,500 barrels a 
year, not to compete with large companies, but 
to focus on quality not quantity. “Sweat equity 
is priceless,” says Matt “Not to be innovative 
but to be original and traditional. Using a va-
riety of ryes, Iron City Distillery can compete 
on experience instead of volume. We want to 
create a different experience for our consum-
er by creating a product that takes you back 
100 years, a good whiskey taste, an American 
whiskey. Pittsburgh Brewing focuses on quali-
ty and integrity.”  

One day, Cliff Forest’s cousin brought him a bottle 
of Gin from Finland. Cliff loved it! He approached 
his distiller, Matt Strickland and asked if he could 
produce Gin of this caliber and the rest is history. 
Iron City Distillery now produces Gin.

For sale at Iron 
City Distillery: 

Wheat Whiskey, Bourbon, Maryland Rye, 
PA Rye, Single Cask Rum and Gin

Take a tour, 
sample, shop 
and enjoy!

Scheduled tastings and tours are offered 
every Thursday, Friday and Saturday  
at 11am, 1 pm and 3pm.
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LOOK AT

IN TARENTUM
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BLUSHING MOON  
BOUTIQUE & STUDIO
220 E 4th Ave. Tarentum     724-882-8456
shopblushingmoon.studio
www.blushingmoon.studio

A place to get stylish attire at affordable prices

GOOD HAIR BOUTIQUE
200 W 7th Ave. Tarentum      412-213-8447
goodhairboutiquellc.com

Good Hair Products for natural hair and protective styles in 
the AK Valley

KELLY WISE PHOTOGRAPHY 
200 Corbet St., Tarentum      724-712-4992
link.ee/kelliwisephotography 

“I want to capture the special moments in your life, making 
every moment memorable” Make the Wise choice

JACKS SKILL GAME
200 Corbet St., Tarentum       724-992-6131

 Jacks Skill Game is a fun place to hang out 

JD  CNC  LLC
320 E 7th Ave.,  Tarentum     724-549-1347
facebook-  shopjcnc         www.shopjdcnc.com

Laser Engraving Customized Wood Products. Gifts & More.
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Representative Mandy Steele has opened a new office 
to better serve the residents of the 33rd District. Steel’s new office is located in 
in Suite 105 of the Murphys Building at 414 Corbet Street in Tarentum. 
 Her office is open Monday through Wednesday, 9am to 4:00 pm (Closed 
Thursdays and Fridays).  In addition to the Tarentum location, Rep Steele has 
an office at 1296 Pittsburgh St, Cheswick. The Cheswick office is open Monday 
through Friday 9am to 4pm.
 Rep Steele and her staff can assist with many services including: 

• Low Income Home Energy Program
• Handicap Placards
• PennDot Services
• Pittsburgh Regional Transit Senior Citizen Connect
• Property Tax/ Rent  Rebates
• Unemployment Compensation 
 and more.

TARENTUM 
WELCOMES
PA STATE REPRESENTATIVE,
MANDY STEELE

You can reach 
Representative Steele at:

724-409-4030
RepSteele@PAHouse.net
www.RepSteele.com
@RepSteele (Facebook, Instagram and X) 
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From the Desk of the Borough Manager:

As the Borough Manager, I am continually 
inspired by the vibrant spirit and sense 
of community that defines our town. 
Our residents’ collective effort makes Tarentum a 
wonderful place to live, work, and thrive. Through 
this article, I want to emphasize the importance of 
community involvement and how it significantly 
benefits our borough.

BUILDING A STRONGER COMMUNITY
Community involvement is the backbone of a 
strong and resilient town. When residents active-
ly participate in local activities, events, and deci-
sion-making processes, it fosters a sense of own-
ership and pride in our borough. This engagement 
strengthens community bonds and encourages a 
collaborative approach to addressing local issues 
and opportunities.

ENHANCING QUALITY OF LIFE
Active involvement in the community directly 
impacts the quality of life for all residents. By vol-
unteering, attending council meetings, or partici-
pating in local initiatives, you help shape the en-
vironment and services that affect your daily life. 
Your contributions lead to improved public spaces, 
better recreational facilities, and more responsive 
local governance, enhancing the overall well-being 
of our community.

EMPOWERING VOICES
Every resident of Tarentum has a unique perspec-
tive and valuable insights to offer. Community 
involvement provides a platform for your voices 
to be heard and for diverse viewpoints to be con-
sidered in decision-making processes. By engaging 

with the borough, you ensure that policies and 
initiatives reflect the needs and aspirations of our 
entire community.

DRIVING POSITIVE CHANGE
Your active participation is crucial in driving pos-
itive change within our borough. Whether volun-
teering for projects, supporting local businesses, 
or advocating for special causes, your efforts con-
tribute to Tarentum’s sustainable development 
and growth. Together, we can address challenges, 
seize opportunities, and create a brighter future 
for our town.

HOW YOU CAN GET INVOLVED
There are numerous ways to get involved in our 
community:

• Attend borough council meetings.
• Volunteer for local events, committees, or 

community projects.
• Participate in clean-up days or spearhead new 

initiatives.
• Support local businesses and cultural activities.
• Provide feedback on proposed plans and 

policies.

In conclusion, community involvement is essential 
for the prosperity and vitality of Tarentum. As your 
Borough Manager, I encourage each of you to help 
actively shape our community. Your participation, 
ideas, and efforts are invaluable to our collective 
success. Let’s continue building a strong, inclusive, 
and vibrant borough for generations to come.

Sincerely,
Dwight Boddorf

24

Strengthening Our Community  

Through Active Involvement
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TARENTUM Trivia Quiz
1. Nickel & dime store   

2. Home of the Skyscraper Cone   

3. Home of Neptune   

4. Roller rink of the 60’s & 70’s   

5. Hebe   

6. Best bakery of the 60’s & 70’s   

7. Most unique hardware store  
in Tarentum   

8. First home of the library   

9. First high school  
in Tarentum   

10. Butcher shop & meat  
market combined   

11. Water is 6 feet high and rising   

12. Gibson Girl from Tarentum    

13. First undertaker in Tarentum  

14. Grandest opera house between  
Chicago & New York   

15. First organized church  
in Tarentum   

16. How many square miles is Tarentum?   

17. When was Tarentum incorporated?   

18. What creek joins the Allegheny?   

19. What is the population of  
Tarentum Borough?   

*Find the answers at the bottom of  page 2
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