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Faded photographs, covered now with lines
and creases Tickets torn in half, memories in
bits and pieces
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t’s hard not to be reminded of the song,
“Traces” when you meet and talk with the
ardent collectors of Tarentum memora-
bilia. But that oldie is about a romantic love
that didn’t work out and this story is about
love of community and an appreciation for
everything and that reminds them of our
town’s rich and colorful past.

If it says “Tarentum,” it’s a treasure to these
collectors. On a daily basis, they search out bottle
openers, yearbooks, glass, plates, pictures—
anything and everything that was stamped,
imprinted, engraved, painted or etched with the
name of their beloved home town.

A friendly storefront Diamond Antiques on
Sixth Avenue, owned by Diana Roney will cel-
ebrate fifteen years in business this year and it
is a favorite stop for the enthusiastic Tarentum
collectors because Diana, has a special interest
in seeking out many unique items.

Diana, who grew up in Oakmont, says she
loves our community because it reminds her
of Oakmont. She has always enjoyed bringing
antiques back to life. “Refreshing furniture
with a coat of paint makes a piece come to life
again” The work she does reflects her love for
antiques and her business is her passion. Diana
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creates special events to help boost, grow and
draw people to Diamond Antiques. Antiques
displayed take your back in time.

Here are a few of our
community’s most
enthusiastic collectors.

Marlene Campbell, a resident of Taren-
tum and an avid collector all her life was born,
raised, and graduated from Tarentum High
School. She even worked in the Borough and
always loved small town life. Being raised
by her grandmother in the Baltimore House
located on 4™ Ave, she remembers the old
stores, streets full of people and that feeling of
belonging. When Marlene married, she and her
husband raised their daughter in Tarentum.
Marlene beams with pride when she remem-
bers marching with the band through the streets
as a majorette. Looking back, those memories
and feelings are what make her the happiest.
She starts her day by going place to place
searching for treasures of the past. Her most
prized possessions are an 80-year-old doll
named “Bubbles” and a key to Tarentum.
Her collection includes signs, glass pieces,



thermometers, keychains, Christmas bulbs,
plates and more.

Marlene believes in keeping the communi-
ty’s history where it belongs, here in Tarentum
Borough. “I wouldn’t know how to live any-
where else. Tarentum is home to me.”

Cindy Homburg started collecting 35 years
ago. She moved to Tarentum in 1972. Her
mother graduated from Tarentum High School
so Tarentum always had a place in her heart.

Cindy likes to collect money banks, bottle
openers, plates, books & High School yearbooks
and more. Her most prized possession is the head
of the Hebe statue that had been destroyed in an
automobile accident near the Tarentum bridge.
She is always on a constant hunt for Tarentum
items, asking and searching. Cindy loves talking
with other collectors about their finds. Cindy is
very well versed in Tarentum history and was
made a member of the “History and Landmarks
Foundation”. She feels young people should know
about the history of Tarentum. “Tarentum His-
tory and Landmarks” placed historical plaques
on buildings in Tarentum. She loves being part
of this research. History shows in all that she
gathers. So many friends have shared their trea-
sures with Cindy so she can enjoy them in her
home. Her treasures mean the world to her. “I
love this great town and its great people”

Tim Rapp a member of the Tarentum Rec-
reation Board and employee of the Tarentum
Water Plant was born and raised in Tarentum.
He used to watch his brothers and sisters go to
basketball games at the Tarentum High School
and loved the black & red varsity letters on the
Tarentum jackets as he recalls. Tim remembers
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going to Chapmans so he got intrigued when he
seen a Chapman glass bottle & that’s where it
started. His collection is from signs, glass, High
School memorabilia, old pictures, calendars,
cans & plates. Tim said, “You could get anything
you wanted in the little town of Tarentum.” “No
one knew who was rich or poor.” “I like keeping
those memories alive.” His collection is filled
with many memories of times gone by. Tim
enjoys the game of searching for Tarentum his-
tory items. These things take him back in time.
He loves to think about where things have trav-
eled through the years?

Skip Garrett son of Don and Jan Garrett was
born and worked in Tarentum all his life. His
family’s business “Carl Garrett & Son” has oper-
ated in Tarentum since 1960. Skip loves Tarentum
collectables and started collecting 30 years ago.”
I love Tarentum” that is why he started to gather
his great collection of things of the past. He has
many photographs in binders. “If I see something
interesting, I pick it up”. The yard sticks, signs,
mugs, thermometers, and more shows his com-
passion for times of the past. Encasing these items
and sharing them with others are important to
him. Many friends have passed on collectables to
him. You can hear the love for Tarentum when
you speak with Skip. He is interested in keeping
history alive for all the right reasons.

Cindy Morgano fell in love with Tarentum
in 1992. She loves to keep history ongoing and
alive; Cindy is always on the lookout for inter-
esting items and facts about Tarentum and
believes people should know what a special
place Tarentum is. Her pride for the Borough is
unreal and wants everyone to feel the same. Her



collection of medicine bottles, saving
coins, banks and Tarentum calendars
are preserving the past and bringing
her joy today. “This has always been
my passion all my life”. Anything that
says “Tarentum” she wants to treasure
and put up on a shelf. One of her prize
possessions is a Toepfer receipt book
from Toepfer’s feed store which was
located on 4" Ave.

Il CHOCOLATES
i “THE TASTE TELLA
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What appears to be old, faded,
creased or wrinkled, to these
Tarentum Collectors it is very
vealuable. So next time you

run into something that says
“"Tarentum”, don't toss it, give to
one of them. They will give your
“Find” a home and treasure it for
a lifetime.
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Altany Walter Loynd & Lindquist
201 Corbet Streat, Suste 3
Tarentum, FAG0DEL

M: 724.224.0550

F: 724.224.23M

W: 7242242371

Altany Walter Loynd & Lindgquist
2025 Frecport 5t

Arnald, PA 15068

M: 724.3351000

F: 7243357183

W: wwnwalli-ins.com

What's Your Story?

PUBLISH YOUR BOOK

We also publish beautiful
magazines for your
organization or business.
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YOU CHOOSE — WE CUSTOMIZE  Together We Produce Something GREAT

u For Details on Book & Magazine Publishing
. B4 call Tom Costello 724.226.1255
or email: tom@wordassocitaion.com

W WORD ASSOCIATION 724.226.1255

PUBLISHERS 1.800.827.7903
205 FIFTH AVENUE, TARENTUM, PA 15084 WORDASSOCIATION.COM




PEANUT BUTTER PIE

recipe submited by Cindy’s Soft Serve & Hometown Food
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1 Cup Peanut Butter

1Cup Heavy Cream

80z. Cream Cheese

2% Cup Powdered Sugar
Ttsp Vanilla

60z. Oreo Pie Crust

H

'R

Pour heavy cream in bowl and beat until stiff.
In a separate bowl - peanut butter, cream cheese, powdered
sugar and vanilla- whip on

= high speed until whipped forms.

—t Fold in heavy cream. Pour in pie shell. Refrigerate until chilled.
E-j Top with whipped topping.
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= ubmit your favorite recipe to

= be featured to

tarentummagazine@gmail.com




Stop In
and Have
a Look!

by Francine Costello
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Brian DeFelices has been renovat-
ing houses in Tarentum for over twenty years.
Why? Because he thinks Tarentum is a beau-
tiful town with a walkable main street and, he
likes to remind everyone, it has a waterfront
and friendly people. Why wouldn’t anyone
want to live here!

So, at the very moment, in March of 2020,
when the Pandemic came crashing into our
lives, shutting everything down, DeFelices
started renovating his newest acquisition, the
landmark, Manos Theater building. “The build-
ing,” he says, “had gone through a few remod-
els that made moving forward harder.” But
move forward he did and in the late summer of
2020, on the evening of Tarentum’s first Night
Market, Brian turned on the lights and opened
the doors of the former Manos Theater and
introduced the community to the The Manos
Gallery.

From the very start, the feedback was
overwhelming. People were thrilled to see art
return to Tarentum and the positivity has just
continued. The local papers love writing about
the Manos Gallery and word has spread to such
an extent that DeFelices says it has become
something of a destination, attracting visitors
from Ohio, Delaware, West Virginia, eastern
PA and even Florida.

Brian’s partner, Ernesto Comacho, Jr. of
East Liberty is an artist and it had always been

his dream to own a gallery. Early on, Comacho
had struggled to make his way in the art world.
His opportunity came in 2006 when an art gal-
lery in Reading gave him the opportunity to
show his works and suddenly the tide turned
for him. Now, he feels the Manos Gallery is his
chance to open doors for other artists.

In addition to showing the works of
up-and-coming artists, the Manos Gallery is
becoming a center of art education, giving chil-
dren and budding artists the opportunity to
take classes in a space dedicated to the joy of
making art. So far there are several classes for
kids called “Little Paint Brushes,” usually held
Saturdays at 11 and likely to expand to week-
days in the summer.

The look of the renovated building is decid-
edly fresh and unique, with its grand spashes
of orange—a color that symbolizes creativity
and expression. And speaking of expression,
in addition to the gallery and classrooms, the
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lovely old Manos building is also providing
smaller spaces for working artists and artisans
who need a dedicated place in which to create
and sell their pieces.

Brian says, since they have had so much
success having the occasional musician add to
the ambiance, he and Ernesto plan to branch
out by inviting musical artists from a wider
variety of genres be showcased at the gallery
as more pandemic restrictions are lifted.

With all of this expansiveness and joyful
expression, why wouldn’t people want to
secure the Manos Gallery for their celebra-
tions. So far, there has been a baby shower and
a dozen private parties with more reservations
coming in on a regular basis.

Both DeFelices and Comacho see a bright
future for the Manos Gallery but one thing
they are seeking are photos and memorabilia
from the original Manos Theater. They’re put-
ting the word out to anyone who may have any-
thing from movie posters to tickets or photos,
to help them create a memory wall to honor the
building’s rich past.






