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HAVE SOME NEWS / A STORY?
HAVE A GREAT PHOTO?
PUTTING ON A PUBLIC EVENT?

Thank you for reading our first edition 
of Crossroads of the Allegheny Valley! 
We want  to have the whole community 
contribute. Please feel free to send your 
stories, news, or beautiful photos, and you 
could see it end up here!

Email: carriefox170@gmail.com

WE WANT YOUR INPUT!
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Tarentum Library Programs
Tues., November 19 & repeated  November 20    WHO KNEW? series: Oldtime Radio, 
6:00-7:00pm      reservations needed

Tues., December 17 & repeated December 18  WHO KNEW? series: Happy Days: 50’s & 60’s      
6:00-7:00pm      reservations needed

All library programs are free to the public. Reservations can be made by stopping in or calling the library, 724-226-
0770. More information about these events and more can be found at alleghenyvalleylibrary.org.

Tarentum Recreation Board Events
Nov. 23 – Tarentum/Brackenridge Christmas Parade

	 – After Parade Activities with Santa at the Brackenridge Legion

Dec. 10 – Senior Bingo – Daltons Edge

Feb. 14, 2020 – Valentine Luncheon – Nick Fiasco “Vegas Theme”

Mar. 26, 2020 – Senior Bingo – Daltons Edge

Apr. 11, 2020 – Pictures w/Easter Bunny

For more information visit   facebook.com/Tarentum175Years/   or contact Carrie Fox    724-448-1470
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The town of “Tarentum” 
was founded by Judge Henry Marie 
Brackenridge in 1829 when the 

Pennsylvania Canal was completed between 
Philadelphia and Pittsburgh. The canal gave 
birth to many towns along the route.
	 The site at the mouth of Bull Creek was first 
inhabited by Shawnee Indians who established a 
village here in 1729. In 1734, a Frenchman, Peter 
Chartier, maintained a trading post until the 
Shawnee moved down river in 1745. Old maps 
show the early site of Tarentum as “Chartier’s 
Old Town.” By 1783, the Westmoreland County 
Militia erected a log blockhouse on Bull Creek 
for the safety of scouts keeping track of Indian 
movement in the region. At the close of the 
American Revolution, settlement on the west 
bank of the Allegheny River began to multiply.
	 Brackenridge, who owned land between 
Tarentum and Natrona, surveyed an area 
between Ross and Lock Streets and named 
the town “Tarentum” after an ancient Greek 
city-state in Italy. Thirteen years later, with 
a population of 300, the citizens petitioned 
the courts to incorporate as a borough, which 
became effective March 7, 1842.
	 Tarentum soon became a frontier retail 
center and, in 1837, James K. Fulton opened 
the first general store in town. Several other 
businesses soon followed. The town could 
boast of a school and post office by 1850.
	 The Negley Tract, west of Bull Creek, did 
not become part of the town until 1842, when 
the widow of Felix Negley requested that her 

property be included in the borough limits. Her 
husband erected a grist mill and a fulling mill on 
his property, and built a two-story German-style 
log house in 1800 that stood on West Seventh 
Avenue, until it was razed in 1945. The Negley 
property was laid out into lots in 1873 as “West 
Tarentum.”
	 The Methodist and Presbyterian churches 
were founded prior to 1842 and others soon 
followed. The first industry was C.L. Flaccus 
Glass, established in 1879 on Bridge Street. 
In 1884, Works 2, Pittsburgh Plate Glass was 
built in the West End, adjoining the Godfrey 
and Clark paper building, erected in 1885. 
Industrialization developed in the valley 
when the railroad replaced the old canal in 
1866. Tarentum had a population of 4000 
in the 1880’s. The Allegheny Valley Times, 
established in 1881, was the first newspaper. 
During that period, a fire company, several 

Tarentum:
A Brief History 
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fraternal lodges and a bank were established. 
A police force was organized in 1900.
	 Two companies of young men were raised 
here and went off to serve in the Civil War. 
The town has since been home to several 
veterans groups. Riverview Memorial Park 
was dedicated to the memory of all veterans 
on September 6, 1926. Tarentum established 
the fist high school in the valley in 1892 on 
Second Avenue. Today the Borough is part of 
the Highlands School District.
	 Transportation was the key to Tarentum’s 
development, first by the canal, then the 
Pennsylvania Railroad, and at present by 
the Allegheny Valley Expressway and the 
Pennsylvania Turnpike.
	 One-hundred years after its incorporation, 
Tarentum reached a population of over 9000 
and was a leading mercantile center in the 
valley. The town looks to the future with the 
anticipation that greater things are yet to be.
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As a beekeeper the most common 
question I get is whether I get 
stung. The answer is yes! Even though I 
suit up and try to prevent it, those little guard 
bees do a great job protecting their hive. 
Once, I was stung on my temple and my eye 
swelled so badly I had to take off of work for a 
week! Even so, the bees keep drawing me back 
because I’m fascinated by these amazing crea-
tures that work tirelessly for our planet. Hon-
eybees pollinate 1/3 of what we eat and they 
offer $15 billion dollars worth of agricultural 
production. Without them we’d have a more 
limited selection of food and our grocery store 
prices would be much higher.
	 My adventure as a beekeeper started long 
before I set up Chapel Valley Honey inside the 
former St Paul’s German Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in Tarentum. It started as a quest to 
find answers about CCD (Colony Collapse 
Disorder). Something mysterious was causing 
honeybees to die. In 2007 I met with expert 
beekeeper Jim Fitzroy in Penn Hills. He 
opened a hive and began explaining all that 
was happening in this hidden community. 
I was instantly hooked. The bees ignored us 
as we searched for the queen bee. There are 
60,000 bees in each hive and finding the one 
and only queen was a bit like trying to find a 

Michelle Wright:

BUSY as a

BEE
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needle in a haystack. We 
finally spotted her doing 
what she always does, 
laying eggs. She can lay 
1500 eggs every day!
	 As I started to calm 
down, Jim told me honeybees 
have to visit two million flow-
ers to make one pound of honey and 
honeybees only make 1/12th of a teaspoon of 
honey in their entire lifetimes. As the buzzing 
continued all around me, Jim encouraged me 
to brush away some of the bees and dip my 
finger through the wax and get some honey 
straight from the hive. My heart pounded as I 
tasted the pure, sweet honey. I decided at that 
moment I wanted to take up this hobby.

I soon began to learn the many benefits 
of honey. Along with being a sweet treat, 
it is antibacterial and anti-inflammatory. 
It also soothes coughs and helps curb 
allergies. It never spoils and when it 
crystallizes (all real honey will crystal-
lize) you just need to heat it up slightly 
for it to return to a liquid state.

Jim and I partnered soon after that to sell 
honey to local stores and now we have hives in 
Tarentum, New Kensington, Plum, Penn Hills 

and downtown Pittsburgh. 
As we expanded our 
apiary we needed more 

space. In 2017, I bought the 
former Saint Paul’s German 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 
on E. 8th Avenue in Tarentum 

and spent a year renovating it and 
added a commercial kitchen for my 

honey production.
	 I named it Tarenbee after both Tarentum 
and my honeybees. Thanks to our project 
manager Larry Mattoon along with electrician 
Mike Dialoiso and Dom DeMarco of DeMarco 
Construction we restored much of the original 
architecture to the space including the rock 
walls, hemlock floor, original beams, stained 
glass windows and the amazing pipe organ. 
We now rent out Tarenbee for weddings, 
bridal showers, baby showers, seminars and 
other parties.
	 The church was founded in 1889 and I 
often wonder what the founding pastor Rev. 
J. George Amschler would think of how we’re 
using the kitchen now. I’d like to think he’d 
support our mission of being good stewards 
to this precious land and maybe his liturgy 
would include Proverbs 24:13 “My son, eat 
honey, for it is good.” 
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Tarentum 
Now A Live 
Well Allegheny 
Community!

There are now 193 community part-
ners, 68 municipalities, 51 restaurants, 33 
workplaces and 18 school districts partic-
ipating in the campaign tliat have chosen to 
make health a priority in Allegheny County. 
All these commmunities and organizations 
are dedicated to working together toward a 
healthier Allegheny County.” 
	 The Tarentum Borough will promote phys-
ical activity by encouraging walking and bike 
riding and by developing indoor and outdoor 
wellness trails accessible to residents of all 
abilities. The borough will promote and sup-
port farmers’ markets, encourage involvement 
with community volunteer activities and 
promote smoke-free buildings and perime-
ters. Tarentum will also utilize websites and 
social media to provide information on phys-
ical activity, nutrition, stress management, 
tobacco cessation, and other health and well-
ness related initiatives. 

ABOUT LIVE WELL ALLEGHENY
Live Well Allegheny is a county-wide cam-
paign to improve the overall health and well-
ness of Allegheny County residents. The cam-
paign aims to improve health and well-being 

of residents through collaborative work 
with partners, stakeholders, and residents. 
Live Well Allegheny connects communities, 
schools, workplaces, restaurants, and commu-
nity partners in collective action to achieve 
our goal of making Allegheny County the 
healthiest county in the nation.

Learn more at
www.LiveWellAllegheny.com

The Allegheny County Health Department (ACHD)  announced on September 
3rd the new Live Well Allegheny members: Tarentum Borough, the United 
Way of Southwestern Pennsylvania and Jump with Jill.

“I applaud Tarentum  
for making a commitment to 
improving the health and wellness 
of residents,” said County Council 
Vice President Nick Futules, who 
also represents District 7. “They 
are also taking action to improve 
access to fresh and healthy food 
and physical activity, and 
to reducing tobacco use 
and smoking rates within 
the municipality.”
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