Harrison-Brackenridge-Tarentum Quality of Life Questionnaire

Q8 What do you like most about living here? In other words, if your
community ought to be known and appreciated for something, what would

that be?

Answered: 286  Skipped: 319

# RESPONSES DATE

1 The community. 8/9/2019 10:38 AM
2 That my family and childhood are all here. 8/9/2019 10:37 AM
3 Ability to bike or walk to everything. 8/9/2019 10:35 AM
4 We appreciate the school district, but have not seen much from the local community in terms of 7/31/2019 7:47 AM

activities- though the Harvest Festival in 2018 was a positive step. It would be nice to have more
seasonal activities like that.

5 Slow paced living and able to walk to many places. 7/24/2019 10:27 AM
6 Like my neighbors. 7/24/2019 10:25 AM
7 It's a small town. 7/24/2019 10:24 AM
8 Very calm and quiet neighborhoods. 7/24/2019 10:23 AM
9 Quiet 7/19/2019 12:35 PM
10 Love my neighborhood. Can walk almost anywhere. 7/15/2019 9:51 AM
11 Our little slow and peaceful community. 7/15/2019 9:50 AM
12 Close to family. 7/15/2019 9:49 AM
13 Moved here from Penn Hills - need | say more? 7/15/2019 9:47 AM
14 Community, good relationships. 7/15/2019 9:46 AM
15 Sense of community (although it is fading as the older generations go). 7/15/2019 9:44 AM
16 Community closeness 7/15/2019 9:42 AM
17 Suburban atmosphere 7/15/2019 9:40 AM
18 Tree lined streets and people. 7/10/2019 10:03 AM
19 Good people. 7/10/2019 10:02 AM
20 Locally owned businesses. 7/10/2019 10:01 AM
21 Relationships with others. 7/10/2019 10:00 AM
22 Well protected area. 7/10/2019 9:58 AM
23 People 7/10/2019 9:57 AM
24 Conveniences. 7/10/2019 9:56 AM
25 People are very friendly and helpful - to me anyhow. 7/10/2019 9:55 AM
26 Family oriented. 7/10/2019 9:53 AM
27 We live in a nice neighborhood with great people. 7/10/2019 9:48 AM
28 Friendly neighborhoods 7/10/2019 9:47 AM
29 Diversified neighborhoods 7/10/2019 9:41 AM
30 Quality of a small town. 7/10/2019 9:40 AM
31 Have good neighbors. 7/10/2019 9:38 AM

22 /62



32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45

46
47
48
49
50
51

52
53
54

55

56

57
58
59

60
61

62
63
64

Harrison-Brackenridge-Tarentum Quality of Life Questionnaire

People

People

| grew up here. | like the safe neighborhoods and good neighbors.
Everything is here - banks, stores, churches.

The convenience of all the needs of a community.

The close knit communities.

low cost, taxes & utles.

The neighbors are all great people and willing to help one another.
Strong history

We have lots of activities in our park Close knitted community
Relatively low crime and plenty of stores nearby.

Great school district

Fiscally prudent, clean, happy and safe

We are far enough away form the city that you feel separated form it, but it is still a quick drive to |
think we have a real chance to have a great small town communit yif we get some younger more
vibrant people in the area and small businesses.

grew up here, but most of high school friends moved away years ago for jobs.
Quiet, private. Proximity to 28. Pride in neighborhood. Small business.

For the most part, it is quiet and | feel safe.

The people! Awesome people in our community.

Small but has what | need

| am close to my family, a great park, library and Walmart/YMCA! The location | guess is a selling
point.

I'm moving because of the school district and the community.
| do not like living here, but cannot afford to move. This area is going downhill fast.

| enjoy living in these neighborhoods. | grew up in Brackenridge and moved to a quieter
neighborhood of Natrona Heights due mostly to crime and also larger living space. These
communities have the small town charm and are often forgotten about when it comes to their
location relative to the city. | love that you can jump on route 28 and be in Pittsburgh in no time at
all. ( Pending traffic of course)

| grew up in the area, specifically Natrona section. It should be Known and appreciated for its
History. We should try and preserve what history is left of Natrona.

- Very close to work, Route 28 access. Much of Harrison is very "well kept". Much of my family is
here.

Kind people
The safety of the neighborhood (Natrona Heights) | love that it feels safe and secure here.

| gave average marks because I've only lived here a couple of months but | love the “small town
America” feel of Tarentum and Brackenridge. We need to keep up the momentum in making these
premier places to live and work.

Good families with solid values.

Location and the small town feel BUT that has also been an issue! How do we attract people to
move into the area and develop like the following school districts Mars, Hampton etc

Small town feel with minor criminal issues, feel very safe.
Thriving communities

| like the community and how easy it is to walk between the boroughs!
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Harrison-Brackenridge-Tarentum Quality of Life Questionnaire

The sense of community and integrity
Strong community

It used to be cheaper to live here. Safety.
Living along the river with it's park.

Community value and loyalty, cherish community and family, hope for prosperity, desire to see
success

The pleasant, courteous neighbors.

| love this community!

New to the area friendly people

Hometown, friends, neighbors, Natrona Hose Company Brotherhood

The people

"Small town" feel

Scenic views of the valley

Community, neighborhoods, schools.

The closeness of each of the communities - Harrison, Tarentum and Brackenridge.
Home town - we have it all in Natrona.

Affordable to live here

Low rent

Family and friends

Riverfront, local small business, parks

Convenience of location. We're close to pretty much everything.

Small town feel.

Great people and easy access to other communities/28

The woodlands and greenspace. Tight communities, at least in my neighborhood
The close knit community.

There's a great sense of community here and we all pull together when there is a need. We need
to harness that energy and positive force to attract new people and businesses to the area. We
also have a great opportunity to leverage our very underdeveloped access to the river and all the
recreation it can afford - it's a very underutilized asset.

Safe area, great parks, recreation board and activities

Family & hardworking community members.

When the community comes together for a specific goal

Close-knit community

My neighbors

People mind their own business.

Convenience to the city of Pittsburgh with all of it's cultural and educational opportunities.
Less traffic library.

The location, it's 20 minutes from downtown Pittsburgh yet that asset is never played up because
we have NO transit system. Scenic, beautiful parks, the river. Good neighbors.

Friendliness

| like the sense of community & pride about the area, not being originally FROM the area.
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Harrison-Brackenridge-Tarentum Quality of Life Questionnaire

| am not sure if the communities together have an identity anymore other than the perceived
negative connotations that surround it. | grew up here, moved back, and have lived all over the
country - | am only back because my parents help with our kids when | travel (my wife works full
time as well). The housing prices and access to Pittsburgh (which is where we both work) are the
other reasons. Communities across western PA are changing and we are struggling to keep up.

Allegheny river
Most of what | need is close by and most of the time there’s not much trouble in my neighborhood

Grew up in Vandergrift, lived in Springdale, Cheswick, Tarentim over the years. Just moved to
Brackenridge in March. Excited to live here but don't really have any negative opinions.

Close knit area , easy access to 28 for the city or mountains

Quaint, tight-knit, welcoming community. Friendly. Lots of businesses and medical services
available. Fun.

The best thing | enjoy about living in Natrona Heights is the general attitude of the people and their
hospitality. One of the reasons why | bought a home here was the people and the friendliness of
the community. | also enjoy the ease of access to many things such as grocery stores, auto repair,
etc. that are within walking distance of my home.

The cost of living is lower here than in places closer to Pittsburgh. It has a small town mentality. If
we somehow got rid of the drugs and made sure people kept up with their properties the area
would be nicer.

Access to 28. Many convenient aspects to Natrona Heights.
affordable housing is all | can think of with access to downtown. Riverfront access

The people make the community a wonderful place to live. Ours is a caring neighborhood and |
feel safe living here.

| enjoy the Heights Plaza. | wish more attention was given to it to revitalize and attract new stores.

Tarentum was always a place where everybody was friendly and was the safest community
around. Could be again if we get the drug dealers and druggies out by throwing the book at them.
If we can all see it happening every day, why aren't the police arresting people everyday. It is
driving the good people out of Tarentum. | love this town and have lived here all my life, and
always will.

These communities are where my friends and family are.
People living working and raising families in community with neighbors helping neighbors.
Good, safe neighborhoods and wonderful people.

close to a lot of heavily populated areas for large shopping areas but yet not having to deal with
the traffic is an easy commute to get to them without having a Non-Stop traffic all the time

nice community to live and raise a family, good schools, libraries, and churches.

| like the convenience of Route 28 to go distances. | enjoy local places to eat. | always shop at the
same places for groceries, tires, etc.

crime free, not run down, yards maintained, police on foot.

Safe, friendly, beautiful, welcoming community promoting health conscious activities and
resources. In the past few years there has been growing collaboration towards getting people
active in our community which has been refreshing to see. Chuck Dizard has made significant
improvements!

Our neighborhood.

The community feels safe and relatively friendly. Hard sometimes not to be a native, but people
are generally nice, and so | like becoming part of the community.

Feeling of community in many of our neighborhoods and sidewalks.
Fairly close to Pittsburgh

Affordable living, small town atmosphere, absence of ugly strip malls, nice people
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Harrison-Brackenridge-Tarentum Quality of Life Questionnaire

Good people with recreational places. Parks. You need to stop thinking one town has more pull or
influence than another. All three horse towns. If the mill leasves all three communities are scfewed
big tine. Draw sone businesses so people can work here.

Cost of living, convenience, good people
That it is a safe and friendly place to raise a family

Riverview Park is beautiful, and well-maintained. My neighborhood is relatively safe, and the cost
of living is low.

The park by the river. | wish it was bigger but | know the is no space. | also wish we had a dog
park, even a place to walk dogs with a view, maybe a place for them to splash and play in the
summer. Obviously we have one for kids but we would never want to put those together and dogs
would only need something small.

A safe place to live and bring up a family..

Business district in east TARENTUM Good restaurants Much community involvement Interest in
Tarentum history

Affordable housing, easy access to the 28-corridor.
Ideal location close to Pittsburgh with river frontage and reasonable cost of living.
store or close and convenient

| enjoy the neighborhood I live in. I'm on a somewhat quiet street within close proximity to the
schools.

Home, community feeling

Close to Pittsburgh, close to Route 28, close to turnpike . Small community with lots of parking
available at businesses

Low Traffic
View of the Allegheny River and location from Pittsburgh
History - People, families - It's just home

I love living close to family. The community looks like a thriving community with all the new
businesses that where built.

My neighborhood and the people in it.

Small town feel with good people who are community centered.

| like it's very close knit.

Small town feel, knowing neighbors and most of community. Light traffic
That tarentum borough board is helping to fix up dreshar stadium.
Nothing | wish | could move

A good, old-fashioned and close knit town that it used to be. Not the political mess and visual dump
that it is.

We have Harrision Hills Park which is huge and really nice. We have a ton of great churches. Inner
very convenient to Route 28

The cost of living is very low.

Tarentum is an old town but needs change. It has a ton of potential for rebuilding and bringing in
more residents and business. Clean up the old-abandoned houses/buildings, hold homeowners
and landlords accountable for their property. Bring more activities to the community for the kids.
Make it a safer place to live. Rid the drug dealers/clean up the streets.

It's a seemingly close knit community. Most who live here have lived here for a long time.
Everybody tries to look out for one another.

The old-time original residence who appreciate the quaint and quiet and all the history of this town
had

Relatively safe and quiet area
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Harrison-Brackenridge-Tarentum Quality of Life Questionnaire

Tree lined streets, sidewalks, ball fields, easy access to places

Healthy community spirit and willingness to try new things.

Small nit community

Mostly friendly residents

River recreation. Nice community park with summer concerts. Community friendship garden

Nothing! | like my house that | bought, but | hate everything about brackenridge. It use to a nice

area and now it's a disgusting town to leave in. As soon as it is profitable to sell my house | will be

leaving!

Safe community to live and raise a family with affordable taxes and friendly neighbors.
police, and road plowing

Public safety a shopping destination and solid infrastructure

Close to Pittsburgh (~20 min without traffic)

Small town feeling

The beauty of living in a small river community where you know your neighbors.

pERFECT SIZE , good police, and health care, need t improve the opinion of the schools. People

don't know the quality

The beautiful streets. The houses on Freeport rd. are well kept and always decorated for the
holidays. AVAOC is an excellent group that works within the community and helps many people.

Cost of living

Lived here my whole life. Most of the people have.

Access to parks and trails and close to 28

Grew up here, family is here. Own our home as well as a rental property, close to 28
Harrison hills park is beautiful

Low traffic/activity on my street; mostly quiet except when neighbor rents to trash people and
doesn't monitor what's going on

Itis just a nice place to live. I've been here all my life, and don't plan to go anywhere else. Nice
people.

Safe area for walking

| don't live in Tarentum, | work there and there really isn't much to appreciate.
Small town feel but close to everything you need.

Coming together in a time of need

Being a family friendly area.

Used to be safe

The friendly environment it is set in

Convenience

Easy access to city / still feels far enough away

Accessibility to hospital, shopping center and major roadways.

A great place to live. Good access to Pgh. Has a great school district and home values are
consistent. We have things to do in the evenings and on the weekends.

Small town. Know everyone.

| appreciate how quiet it is on my street/neighborhood. Very few disturbances. The occasional
random gunshots going off in the distance is a bit foreboding but, tolerable.

Convenient location for groceries, gas, fast food

Cost to own a home. | feel safe anywhere in town and in natrona.
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Harrison-Brackenridge-Tarentum Quality of Life Questionnaire

The location in proximity to the highway, and the people who are actively working to make this
place great. There are plenty of people that complain, but | know there are people here putting in
real effort to make change.

Quiet, close to everything,friendly people

Family friendly

Rural setting but convenient to Pittsburgh.

Lived here all my life | guess it would be the people who are still here
Solid heath & educational facilities.

Most of the people are friendly

Smaller town feel

Multiple churches

It was a good place to raise a family.

friendly neighbors are definitely a perk. Possibly painting identified parking spaces along the street
for those who do not know how to park.

Currently there really is nothing good about living in this area. If it weren't for my father passing
away, and staying so my mother won't be alone I'd be gone already. Its not a good place to live, or
raise a family. Very few people stay in these communities because they " like " it. They are stuck
here.

| used tolike that my street was quiet and nice neighbors. Lately the landlords have been letting
crazy people rent.

Always been a nice place, but seems a bit run down the last few years. Kids need more to do.

I've only lived in brackenridge for 2 months but lived in Tarentum the previous 7 years. So |
believe Tarentum is on the mend. Tearing down condemned buildings and paving roads and
bringing in new business all made my wife and | defend when people would say "ohhhh you live in
Tarentum" we would say yeah but it's not the same old Tarentum and have a valid argument.

Riverfront

Close to family/jobs.

| live near the elementary school and everyone is friendly. Its a great place to leave near!
Grown up here and still living in the valley.

It is home, | have wonderful neighbors.

It's relatively safe and the people are friendly and nice.

Safe environment and the Parks are gems. Neighborhoods are friendly and people are willing to
help one another.

Small town
Love being In a small community
Very close to SHOPPING centers and doctors

Neighborly residents and use to be a safe place, low cost and hud housing has almost ruined our
neighborhoods!

Nice quiet place to live

(V)

Living in the valley. My main concern is the blight and the ghetto attitude in some of the residents.
Riverside

Tarentum has always been a nice little town our first responders are excellent

Beautiful park and view from the river. Great local bakery Vibos... Awesome wings at the
Parkview...
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Harrison-Brackenridge-Tarentum Quality of Life Questionnaire

Small town feel. Knowing lots of familiar faces.

Close knit community. Pretty much everyone knows everyone. People look out for each other.
Old neighbors and friends...locally owned restaurants...

| was born and raised here

Family lives here, it's easy access to Pittsburgh

The Riverfront

Everyone is very friendly saying hi as you walk down the street even if they dont know you
The willingness of people to help one another

Dedication of those that serve and protect us daily. Firefighters are volunteers and EMS providers
are under paid but they both do a phenomenal job taking care of the Citizen's of Harrison
township.

Nice parks and trails. Both Harrison and rails to trails are well taken care of. Quiet neighborhoods.

| really like the neighborhood that my family lives in. It's friendly, safe, and great for exercise and
outside family recreation.

Nice, affordable neighborhoods that could be great neighborhoods with some TLC.

Having lived here all of my life, | like the fact that | know a lot of people in the community and that
people care about each other.

| like my community and | feel safe for the most part. | like that stores are a short drive to me like
Walmart and community mart.

A safe place to live with a great affordable education.

Family.

If | could afford to move or find a better job elsewhere | would

| like my neighborhood, proximity to Harrison Hills, and Pittsburgh
Bring in things for kids to do. Like when we had a bowling alley

Harrison Township: Convenient to everything. Location! For the most part, the people are friendly
and great neighborhoods.

Convenient to hospital and employment

Proximity to hospital, banking, post office, restaurants and pittsburgh
Friendliness

Caring, helpful people...small town feel.

| love that there's lots of community activities to try to bring people together and a few stores/
businesses close to me.

The people who are passionate about making their communities better, and helping the people
within those communities. We have very dedicated nonprofits that are dedicated to the
revitalization and improvement of Tarentum/ Brackenridge/ Natrona area.

Good neighbors!

Close knit community

Don’t know

There is a sense of community. | just wish that more would come together to improve the area.
Has a great park... in certain areas the neighborhood is nice..

Carlisle Street shade tree association keeping he Elm trees alive and thriving. Mr Dizard's(?) work
in the community and the autumn and Christmas parade and festivals.
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Harrison-Brackenridge-Tarentum Quality of Life Questionnaire

Landmarks are what people remember, local businesses that make the area unique. You can have
5 Panera’s but I'll take Vibo’s over that any day of the week. We have J&S and phillipis where
people will come in from far places just to go there. No one will remember how many fast food
chains there are, but the unique businesses owned locally by the people. The landmarks like
highlands elementary, heights plaza are unique so the question isn’'t about what it's known for and
appreciated for, but what makes it unique compared to the millions of cities in the world. I've
traveled to many cities and it's always what see and sticks out and the people that | remember,
and | truly believe the same could be for our borough

Being close to 28 Sidewalks and Harrison Hills to walk the dogs Close to Walmart, Giant Eagle,
and Community Market Police are very attentive Mailman is awesome

low taxes

Small town feel

The history of the communities

Close family like community

Close neighborhoods with people knowing each other.

The arts in the district

| only stay because of my family

Home town feel

| like how close it is to Route 28. The businesses within the plaza are also convenient.

It's an ideal location. We are in the crux of three different counties. The city is close by, rural areas
are close by. It's got a lot of potential to be a bustling community.

The street
The fact that | grew up here.

As i mentioned, | would never have bought a home in this community if not for family near by.
Previously i lived in a community that supported both small and large businesses, school were
excellent, taxes were reasonable, community centers (including a senior center), excellent
transportation services.

Nothing

| grew up in this area. It use to be so great! We had restaurants, things to do, places to go. It was a
community. We don’t have that anymore

My kids friends are close by.

That it is a community where all ages of people live and work for the betterment of our community.
And also where local government is transparent.

I've lived here all my life and know the area, the people and it’s history. | like the close knit
communities surrounding. Family keeps me here, but may be moving after junior graduates.

Friendly neighborhood

Proximity along Allegheny River. Great potential for a thriving small town atmosphere.
Convenience without congestion.

It's cheap

the street we live on is mostly quiet, well kept, friendly, and relatively free of bad properties/people
Neighborhood - ability to walk to stores, post office, FC bank and the park by the river.

Our area rally's together in times of crisis. We are a close knit community and when one person is
hurting everyone chips ion to help their neighbor.

Family and friends
It's a walkable community with a small town feel and a big heart

Riverfront access is nice but could be improved upon.
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