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INTRODUCTION 
 
This section describes the strategy used in the 
development of the Borough of Tarentum’s 
Land Use Plan.  The Borough of Tarentum’s 
Land Use Plan development strategy included 
analysis of historic information, knowledge and 
analysis of current issues, identification of 
trends and conditions, vision for the future 
acquired through the community involvement 
process and the survey results gathered in 2006.   
 
Given the historical trends associated with the 
Borough’s land use and anticipated future 
growth scenario, the plan’s recommendation 
for future development growth will rely heavily 
upon smart growth principles applied to 
existing land use.  The Borough’s future land 
use growth will be based upon smart growth 
principles in zoning, subdivision planning and 
land development ordinances; as it provides 
communities with a framework to make 
informed decisions about how and where they 
grow.  Through the adoption of regulations and 
standards that foster mix land uses, compact 
building design, diverse housing opportunities 
and choices, walkable neighborhoods, attractive 
communities, open space, sensitive 
environmental protection, infill development, 
transportation options, and efficient approval 
processes with community input in these 
decisions; smart growth makes it possible for 
the Borough to grow in ways that support 
economic development and jobs, create strong 
neighborhoods with a broad range of housing, 
commercial and transportation choices to 
achieve a healthy, vibrant and diverse 
community for residents of the community. 
 

REGULATORY RESPONSIBILITIES 
 
Maintenance and updating of Borough’s land 
use plan falls under the responsibility of the 
Planning Commission.  This responsibility is 
granted to them through the Pennsylvania 
Municipalities Planning Code.  Any changes in 

use that do not comply with the Borough’s land 
use plan must be approved by the Borough’s  
Zoning Hearing Board which ultimately 
recommends these zoning changes to the 
Borough Council for their approval.  Based upon 
the approval of Borough Council, changes to the 
land use plan are approved with the exception 
of all future subdivision responsibilities, which 
must be approved by Allegheny County.   

 

INCORPORATION OF GOALS AND 
OBJECTIVES 
 
The goals and objectives outlined below are the 
guiding principles of the planning process. The 
goals and objectives were based on the direct 
input of residents, property owners and the 
2006 survey results of residents and business 
owners in the community as the following:   
 
 1) Housing Strategies  
2) Business Strategies 
 
TARENTUM LAND USE GOALS  
 
The Borough’s land use goals represent a range 
of initiatives which can be used to maintain the 
present land use plan and support future 
opportunities for development in the Borough.  
The two primary goals of the Borough’s Land 
Use plan are as follows:  
 
1. To update the existing zoning ordinance to 

be compatible with the current needs of 
businesses and residential facilities. 

 
2. To educate Borough council, the planning 

commission and responsible Borough staff 
with the tools available to them within the 
existing zoning ordinance. 
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  ORGANIZATION OF THE PLAN 
 
This part of the comprehensive plan is 
organized into three sections.  The first section 
provides an overview and historic context of 
the Borough’s current land use development 
plan; the second scenario describes a possible 
future development plan, and the third 
outlines recommendations to enhance the 
character of the existing and future land uses.   

 
The Borough’s Land Use Plan should be 
compatible with the land use plan and zoning 
of neighboring communities and any Strategic 
Plan for the Highlands School District 

 
The future land use scenario described below 
was developed as a result of synthesizing the 
elements of the SWOT analysis. 
 
OVERVIEW  

 
Overall, the future land use scenario reflects 
the Borough’s intent to define acceptable 
design standards for new development and to 
retrofit the existing development pattern by 
focusing on future development and adaptive 
reuse projects that contribute to a more 
livable community.  It is the intent of the 
Borough to balance that development by 
retaining the natural features and historic 
resources of Borough.   

 
Given that the Borough’s current land use has 
been well established it is recommended that 
the historic pattern of land use development 
should be maintained and followed unless 
there are good reasons for changing the 
current land use scenario.  This is not to 
indicate that there may not be possible 
changes to the Borough’s future land use 
development strategy based upon 
opportunities that may present themselves to 
the community.  It is recommended however 
that the Borough, wherever feasible, support 
and promote a future land use scenario that 

promotes the uniqueness of the Borough and 
its identifiable sense of place.  

 
  FUTURE LAND USE SCENARIO 

 
The future land use scenario is a conceptual 
guide for establishing policy regulating the 
growth management and development 
practices that have been established through 
the comprehensive planning process.  The 
recommendations provide policy 
recommendations for developing a range of 
planning concepts and possible changes to 
land uses in the Borough.  

 
These concepts include a recommendation for 
two possible changes in the current land use 
plan.   

 
The first strategy includes the demolition of 
existing residential and commercial property 
along the West 7th Street area corridor that 
would warrant a change in land use to either a 
new zoning district or overlay district. 

 
The second strategy would include the 
redevelopment and development of property 
located along the Allegheny Riverfront.  The 
future land use scenario would include access 

to the riverfront, regional trail development 
and/or recreation opportunities, and the 
promotion of tourism related businesses.   
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RECOMMENDATIONS TO ENHANCE THE 
CHARACTER OF THE EXISTING AND FUTURE 
LAND USE OF THE BOROUGH 

 
This section provides recommendations on a 
series of strategies that will enhance the 
present and future land use character that can 
be applied to achieve the vision for the 
Borough of Tarentum.   

 
  The land use recommendations include     
the following: 

 
1) Growth Management Objectives 
 
2) Housing and Neighborhood Objectives 

 
3) Community Facilities and Service Objectives 

 
4) Transportation and Parking Objectives 

 
5) Commercial District Objectives 

 
6) Economic Development Objectives 

 
GROWTH MANAGEMENT OBJECTIVES 

 
The Growth Management Objectives describe 
the physical nature of land use planning and 
should be used to guide future growth, 
development and redevelopment of the 
Borough of Tarentum. 

 
Recommendations: 
 

 Facilitate balanced development by 
updating the existing zoning ordinance 
where appropriate, and develop a 
process for the continuous updating of 
the land use control ordinances to ensure 
adequacy of the provisions. 

 
 Reverse the negative visual impacts of 

the West Seventh Avenue Commercial 

Corridor by promoting landscaping, a 

facade treatment program, providing 
adequate signage to the commercial 
districts and riverfront, and providing 
other streetscape improvements. 

 
 Maintain the community quality and 

character and provide adequate public 
facilities and services. 

 
 Develop specific design standards fop 

adaptive reuse and infill projects in key 
commercial areas. 

 
 Expand pedestrian activity by providing   

sidewalks that promote internal 
walkways to and from the First and Third 
Wards. 

 
  Encourage innovative and orderly   

development of vacant areas. 
 

 Demolish abandoned buildings utilizing 
Allegheny County’s Vacant Property 
Review Program 

 

 Maintain and expand upon the industrial 
and commercial tax base. 

 

 Continue to support proactive planning 
practices and the education of the 
Borough staff, boards, commissions and 
council on the intent of the Borough’s 

zoning ordinance. 
 

 
HOUSING AND NEIGHBORHOOD 
OBJECTIVES 
 

Recommendations: 

 
 Promote the residential integrity of the 

existing neighborhoods by enforcing the 
building, housing and maintenance codes 
of the Borough. 
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 Restrict residential parking in renovated 
multi-family housing units. 

 

 Control the density of affordable housing in 
the Borough. 

 

 Promote and foster the redevelopment of 
neighborhoods and upgrade areas in the 
borough that are experiencing decline.  An 
action plan should be developed by the 
Redcat Redevelopment and Revitalization 
Corporation and the Borough of Tarentum 
for future action, which should include 
involving the citizens of the Borough in the 
decision making process and to explore 
possible public and private financial 
assistance  programs to advance this 
initiative. 

 

 Promote and support the development and 
redevelopment of recreational areas that 
can be integrated into future residential 
areas. 

 

 Continue to support proactive planning 
practices and the education of the Borough 
staff, boards, commissions and council on 
the intent of the Borough’s housing and 
neighborhood plan. 

 
COMMUNITY FACILITIES AND SERVICE 
OBJECTIVES 

 
      Recommendations: 

 
 Promote and support intergovernmental, 

public and private cooperation including 
the Highland School District and 
surrounding communities. 

 

 Promote and support recreation planning 
efforts in the Borough including riverfront 
planning initiatives including efforts by 
Allegheny County with the regional 

riverfront trail development plan. 
 

 Promote, support and develop a joint 
municipal facility in the Third Ward. 

 

 Continue to support intergovernmental 
cooperation with the provision of 
emergency services, police and fire 
protection. 

 

 Annually update the Borough’s Capital 
Improvement Program. 

 

 Encourage and support recreation 

planning efforts in the Borough. 
 

TRANSPORTATION AND PARKING 
OBJECTIVES 

 
         Recommendations: 

 
 Address parking issues in the Borough’s 

commercial district. 
 

 Develop a plan of action to provide for 
adequate access to the Borough’s 
Keystone Opportunity Zone. 

 

 Promote the use of public 
transportation services for the residents 
of the community. 

 

 Develop a program to beautify the 
Borough’s main entrance corridors. 

 

 Proactively work with PennDOT and 
neighboring communities to promote 
the development of a Route 28 Corridor 
Coalition to help promote the livability 
of the Borough and access to the City of 
Pittsburgh. 

 

 Implement a signage initiative that 
provides adequate warning to vehicular 

traffic to slow down before the New 
Kensington Bridge at Route 366 and 
West Seventh Avenue. This can serve 
as a traffic calming measure.   
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 Implement a signage program off of the 

New Kensington Bridge to promote the 
Borough’s marina and riverfront. 

 

 Maintain the local roadway system. 
 

 Develop various modes of public and 
private transportation that is responsive 
to cyclists, pedestrians, and river 
transportation. 

 
COMMERCIAL DISTRICT OBJECTIVES 

 
The commercial business district land use 
plan was prepared by Town Center 
Associates.  The commercial plan is not part 
of this comprehensive plan but should be 
made available for public review and 
comment with subsequent approval of the 
Commercial District Plan by Borough Council. 

 
Recommendations: 

 
Recommendations for the Commercial Land 
Use Plan were prepared by Town Center 
Associates. 

 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT OBJECTIVES 

 
     Recommendations: 

 
 Support the attraction of businesses 

that add to the quality of life and 
increase the economic tax base of the 
Borough. 

 

 Build upon the locational advantage of 
and access of the community to Route 
28, the City of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 
Turnpike and Route 80. 

 

 Promote and market the Borough 
through initiatives of Pride in Tarentum. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 Promote local business efforts that 
contribute to the uniqueness of the 
Borough. 

 

 Secure adequate funding for 
improvements in areas of need 
including innovative funding and grant 
programs that support business 
development efforts in the community. 
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