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COMMERCIAL DISTRICT REVITALIZATION

In older urban communities, the survival of the
commercial district(s) is a key component in the
development of the local economy. Businesses
in the district provide jobs for local residents
and are usually a major source of revenue both
in terms of real estate and mercantile taxes.
Business owners also provide support to local
organizations and charities both in terms of
monetary donations as well as lending their
time.

Due to the creation of the Allegheny Together
Program by the Allegheny County Department of
Economic Development, the planning efforts for
Tarentum’s primary business district are being
conducted separately from the Comprehensive
Planning effort. The Allegheny Together Program
was conceived to revitalize central business districts
in the County’s municipalities utilizing Community
Development Block Grant (CDBG) funding to assist
community-based groups in organizational
development, grant writing, data collection,
planning and project implementation. This program
is administered by several consultants seeking to
reface and redesign building exteriors, while
bringing clients interested in establishing their
business in these refurbished sites.

The information produced from Tarentum’s
Allegheny Together Program will not only serve
as a framework for the local commercial
revitalization effort; but also, as a critical piece
of the required documentation for the
Pennsylvania Department of Community and
economic development’s Main Street program
should the Borough choose to seek that
designation.
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