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Tarentum Borough is located in the 
northeastern corner of Allegheny County along 
the Allegheny River, close to the borders of 
Armstrong, Butler and Westmoreland counties.  
Allegheny’s county seat of Pittsburgh is 22 miles 
southwest of the Borough.  Named for an 
ancient Greco-Roman seaport, Tarentum was 
incorporated in 1842. 
 
The town peaked in population approximately 
100 years after its founding, with residents 
numbering over 9,800 in 1940.  The population 
of Tarentum is estimated to have shrunk by 
more than half that number as of 2005, to 
4,600.  The 2005 number is down 6.3% from the 
2000 census, where the population was 
recorded at 4,993 – nearly the same as 
recorded in 1886, seven years after the first 
industry (C.L. Flaccus glass) located to the 
Borough. 
 
The NAICS reports that Tarentum’s zip code 
contains 313 establishments, 4,821 employees, 
and an annual payroll of $109,484,000. 
 
Tarentum last updated its comprehensive plan 
in May of 1964.  The plan, drafted by Beckman, 
Swenson and Associates stated that, “The 
Allegheny Valley, the region in which Tarentum 
is located, has not grown over the past few 
decades for a few reasons…..the lack of 
adequate transportation, the lack of new 
industrial growth, and extensive dilapidation.” 
 
Since that comprehensive plan update 44 years 
ago, all of the same conditions which caused 
hardship for the community are still factors in 
the area’s stagnation.  Transportation has been 
at the crux of the town’s prosperity and its 
decline.  First the canal and Pennsylvania 
Railroad provided the access by which the town 
prospered.  Later, Tarentum derived benefit 
from the construction of the Allegheny Valley 
Expressway in 1927, (also known as PA Route 
28, which begins in Pittsburgh and extends 
through Kittanning), and later, the construction 
of the Pennsylvania Turnpike.   

Constant construction, lane constriction and 
traffic congestion render  Route 28 an 
undesirable connector roadway to the city of 
Pittsburgh; in effect mitigating Tarentum’s 
attractiveness to potential homebuyers who 
would choose a more navigable roadway with 
less travel time factored in to the relatively 
short distance from the city of Pittsburgh.  
Though Tarentum is located only 22 miles from 
the heart of the city, the morning commute 
time to the city from the Borough may run 
upwards of one hour.   
 

 
 
There are no major suburban business centers 
surrounding the community; as Cranberry 
Township has become to the north, Robinson 
and Green Tree to the West, and the 
Canonsburg area to the south.  East of 
Tarentum, Monroeville is the closest major 
suburban business district.  Boasting a 15 
minute commute time to downtown Pittsburgh 
when there is no traffic; many other 
communities closer to the Monroeville area, 
including Monroeville itself, remain attractive to 
the potential buyer.   
 
Smaller office districts and shopping districts 
are within close proximity to the Borough.  RIDC 
Park in O’Hara Township is an approximately 10 
minute commute.  The complex had seen a 
small increase in growth over the last few years, 
following a several year slump.  The Pittsburgh 
Mills Mall is also within close proximity to 
Tarentum.  The development is vaguely 
reminiscent of the Mall at Robinson/Pointe at 
North Fayette in Robinson and North Fayette 
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Townships.  A central indoor mall anchors the 
complex, and several outlying parcels contain 
additional restaurants, banks and “big box” 
stores.   Tarentum’s police officers are 
contracted by Frazer Township to assist in 
patrolling the shopping site. 
 

 
 
Perhaps one commuting connection which is 
not frequently considered is the brief travel 
time to the city of Pittsburgh’s eastern 
neighborhoods of Oakland, Shadyside and 
Squirrel Hill from Tarentum.   In the midst of 
rush hour traffic, one can commute to 
Shadyside and Oakland within approximately 20 
minutes.  When there is minimal traffic, the 
commute may be as brief as 15 minutes.  With 
the city’s eastern communities serving as the 
hub for the region’s educational and medical 
communities – the ability to live in an area 
where the residential crime is low, 
neighborhood shops thrive, a  green park and 
activities exist along the riverfront, charming 
Victorian houses are available at a remarkable 
cost, a neighborhood elementary school  is 
within walking distance and a major shopping 
center is nearby would be an enticing offer to 
new education and medical professionals 
paying off mounds of debt and longing for a 
short commute from a friendly, personable 
neighborhood.  It would indeed be a short 
commute to work, and just far away enough 
from the bustle of the city to enjoy small town 
living. 

The current housing situation remains the single 
most threat to the revitalization of the 
Borough, but can be remedied by marketing the 
homes to conscientious buyers.  The continuous 
subdivision of once grand single family homes 
into multiple unit apartments has reduced 
resident investment in the community by both 
devaluing the property and maintaining 
resident anonymity in the midst of a constantly 
changing neighborhood dynamic in the 
transient renter environment.  It is in the best 
interest of the community to focus on 
maintaining structures as single family homes 
and limiting the amount of properties being 
sold as subdivided rental units.  The parking 
situation has also mottled the appearance of 
the Borough’s neighborhoods with high 
volumes of street parking necessitated by the 
overcrowding of once appropriately occupied 
dwellings. 
 

 
 
There is no doubt that Tarentum has 
experienced its share of hardships throughout 
the years with more than its share of industrial, 
infrastructural and residential decline; coupled 
with several floods that have devastated the 
community.   But one visit to the town for a 
morning of shopping at the farmer’s market; an 
afternoon dining in the eateries, walking 
through the shops, and visiting the historical 
museum and local library; and evening enjoying 
a summer concert and breeze from the river will 
let any visitor know they have indeed 
encountered someplace special.

 


